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The Fifth Avenue Association of New 
York recently announced that on Sep- Shi 
tember 30, 1952, it will officially present 


the Union of American Hebrew Congre- Be 
gations with a Certificate of Award for S. 
the best institutional type building erect- inj 
ed in the Fifth Avenue section during 
the past two years. The Union House She 
of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial, 838 
Fifth Avenue, serves as headquarters for 
the Union and its affiliated organizations. Fra 
Isre 




















NOW! You can own this giant treasury 


of JEWISH HUMOR 


OVER 760 PAGES OF WONDERFUL WIT OF THE GREAT JEWISH WRITERS 


Such a mish-mosh of nudnicks, phudnicks, 

and no-goodnicks...schlemihls, schlimazls, 

schnorrers, and generally meshuggeneh 
people you never saw. 


YOU'LL LAUGH TILL YOU PLOTZ! 


ERE is the warm tradition of a nation of people who 

have always turned their troubles into laughter, the 
wonderful words of the Jewish masters of the funnybone 
—from Sholom Aleichem to S. J. Perelman. There are 
stories by Sammy Levenson, Louis Golding, Heinrich 
Heine, Franz Werfel, Gerald Kersh, Dorothy Parker, 
Louis Untermeyer, Arthur Kober, Sholem Asch, and 
dozens of others. Stories, jokes, epigrams, witticisms, 





From Palquera to 
Perelman — here are 
a few of the authors 
represented: 

S. J. Agnon 

1880- 
Sholem Asch 

1880- 
Isaak Babel 

1894- 
Lion Feuchtwanger 

1884- 
Heinrich Heine 

1797-1856 
Arthur Kober 

1900- 
Sammy Levenson 

1911- 
Ludwig Lewisohn 

1883- 
Ferenc Molnar 

1878- 
Moishe Nadir 

1885-1943 
Shem-Tob Palquera 

1225-1290 
Dorothy Parker 

1893- 
S. J. Perelman 

1904- 
1. L. Peretz 

1852-1915 
Sholom Aleichem 

1859-1916 
Lovis Untermeyer 

1885- 
Franz Werfel 

1890-1945 
Israel Zangwill 

1864-1926 
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proverbs and sayings are 
here, all collected for the 
first time in English. 

Over 760 pages of rich 
laughter from the world’s 
most humor-loving peo- 
ple, who have sharpened 
their wit as well as their 
wits on the human va- 
garies of this topsy-turvy 
world. 

Your family will be en- 
tertained for weeks over 
this giant package of 
humor. 








PRAISED ACROSS AMERICA! 


“Ausubel’s humor Treasury is a Jewish lit- “So funny and heart-warming . . . probably 
erature classic.” —The Jewish News the best answer yet to . . . radio, television, 
, : d the movies.”—San Francisco Chronicle 
“The very best.” —Chicago Tribune i ; ; : 
" ; ‘ “A delight ... There is a warmth and a uni- 
Many hours of delightful reading for every- versality and an eternal wisdom about the 


one who appreciates humor.” best of Jewish humor.” 
—Boston Post —Saturday Review of Literature 
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[ EXAMINE IT 10 DAYS FREE 

Send no money. Just fill out and mail this coupon. 

DOUBLEDAY MAIL ORDER, Dept. AJ5, Garden City, N. Y 

Please send me A TREASURY OF JEWISH HUMOR edited by Nathan Ausubel, for 10 


days’ FREE examination. Within ten days, I may return the book and owe nothing. If I 
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City Zone State 





decide to keep it I will send you payment of $5 plus a few cents shipping cost. | 
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[] SAVE! Check here if you enclose remittance with this coupon, in which case we pay 
postage. Same return offer. 














Readers’ Forum 





“Israeli Judaism” 
To the Editor: 

Much has been said and written recent- 
ly about religion in Israel. An important 
movement such as Reform Judaism in 
America cannot ignore the problems of a 
religious renewal in Israel. It is obvious 
that this development will be of decisive 
importance for religious life all over the 
world. These problems, hopes and doubts 
have been discussed by the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, especially in 
the report by the delegation led by Rabbi 
Philip Bernstein, as well as by various 
rabbinical and non-clerical visitors. We 
in Israel follow these reports with the 
greatest of interest, but those of us who 
have worked for Liberal Judaism here 
during the past do not always find these 
reports in accordance with reality. 

Therefore, I have read with much in- 
terest the article by Hal Lehrman in the 
January issue of AMERICAN JUDAISM on 
the future of the Reform movement in 
Israel. I am sorry that I didn’t have the 
opportunity to make the acquaintance of 
Mr. Lehrman during his stay here. If we 
had met, I would have shown him an 
institution which opens new aspects for 
Liberal Judaism in Israel and which sure- 
ly would have influenced him to express 
a more optimistic view. He, as so many 
others who write about Liberal Judaism 
in Israel and its future, has overlooked 
the most important possibility—the cre- 
ation of a liberal school-work. 

Most of what Hal Lehrman writes in 
his analysis about religious life in Israel 
is right—but he has omitted to mention 
the most important point. Before us lies 
the possibility of bringing up a whole 
generation in the spirit of a renewed 
Judaism and to create with this young 
generation the basis for a wide Liberal 
movement in Israel. The Leo Baeck 
School in Haifa may serve as an example. 
I started this school fourteen years ago 
with the help of some enthusiastic friends, 
and the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism has given it occasional 
ance. Today it has twenty classes and 
nearly 800 pupils. The school consists of 
a kindergarten for children from three 
to six, an elementary school for children 
from six to fourteen, and a secondary 
school for those up to nineteen. 

Every school in itself is a community 
of life. Therefore, it can become a re- 
ligious community. May I describe briefly 
what such a school should be like? It is 
not only a community of young people, 


assist- 


but also a community of parents. Thus 
the school becomes the nucleus and the 
centre of the organically growing 
congregation. This congregation will even- 
tually become self-reliant and will attract 
other people, but it will remain in con- 
tact with and will draw its 
strength out of it. 

We should aim to bring up the youth 
to become responsible citizens of Israel, 
ready to help its building up. The school 
must seek to awaken in the young a re- 
ligious faith and a living connection with 
Jewish tradition. We aspire to achieve a 
synthesis between faith and science, be- 
tween tradition and modern consciousness. 

We have plenty of children, but we do 
teachers—especially 


new 


the school 


not have enough 
teachers imbued with the ideas of a re- 
newed religion. Up to now nobody thought 
of helping to build up Liberal religious 
schools. This is the great challenge to 
American Reform Judaism. 


Rabbi M. Elk, Haifa 


To the Editor: 

I regretted to note, in the January 
issue of AMERICAN JUDAISM, that the very 
capable journalist, Hal Lehrman, whom 
I have met, could see only the negative 
side of our movement in Israel. In his 
article “Israeli Judaism: Prospects for 
Reform,” be quite properly recognized 
the “in-between” 
gregations, but he did not realize that it is 
not our wish to live under such conditions. 

Mr. Lehrman refers to me as a “Hebrew 
teacher and Municipal employee.” This 
is inaccurate, as I have never 


position of our con- 


statement 
been a Municipal employee. The far-flung 
cultural work of our community is being 
subsidized both by the Municipality and 
the State, and my income is derived from 
these cultural activities. 
Where are the American 
who are braver and better workers than 
we? Where are the rabbis that Lehrman 
describes, when he predicts: “They would 


colleagues 


vo begging in vain for congregations and 
would wear out in frustration against the 
apathy of the non-religious and the organ- 
ized hostility of religious formalism. Their 
presence in Israel would be useful only 
if they accepted the hard and obscure 
role of teachers and guides, spending per- 
haps an entire lifetime in seeking im- 
patiently to kindle a little light.” 

In just this way we Progressive rabbis 
came to Israel and are now working here. 
Yet our efforts are belittled by Lehrman’s 
irony. 


Rabbi M. Rosenberg, Tel Aviv 


To the Editor: 

Neither Dr. Rosenberg nor Dr. Elk 
takes issue with the fundamentals of my 
article: that their “Progressivism™” hews 
very close to Orthodoxy; that their move 
ment is pathetically feeble in numbers 
and seeks concessions of privilege rather 
than of principle from the entrenched 
hierarchy: that a campaign for truly lib- 
eral religious revival must contend with 
Orthodox antagonism, “Progressive” in- 
hibition and general Israeli apathy. 

I cannot find any evidence of “irony” 
in my article upon rereading it several 
months after it written and pub- 
lished. Certainly, no irony was intended. 
The mood, rather, was one of regret. Dr. 
Rosenberg apparently misunderstands my 


was 


reference to American rabbis. I did not 
say that they were in Israel—or that they 
ought to be. Quite the contrary. I sug- 
gested that there first “small 
beginnings,” such as a seminary and pub- 


must he 


lishing house for the dissemination of 
modern religious thought in Hebrew, to 
prepare the ground. I added that—con- 
trary to belief in the United 
States—even the most inspired Liberal 
rabbis could accomplish little by them- 
selves in Israel. The school of which Dr. 
Elk is justly proud merely 
point. After fourteen 
other such schools have arisen in Israel? 
And how many of the Leo Baeck School's 
students and graduates have clung to 
“Progressive” congregations? 


Hal Lehrman, New York City 
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A Mission to India 
To the Editor: 

Your may be 
knowing about the mission on behalf of 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism 
which has been completed by Rabbi Bern- 
ard Heller of New York, who 
India, Pakistan, Israel, Italy, 
Holland, Eire and England. 

Through his tour, Dr. Heller was able 
to fulfill one of the most important ob- 
jectives of the World Union. Ever since it 
founded twenty-six this 
organization has been engaged in spread- 


readers interested in 


visited 
France, 


was years ago, 
ing Progressive Judaism among those who 
urgently need religious assistance. Through 
the generous aid which the World Union 
received from the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations and the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, Dr. 
Heller was enabled to go on this mission. 
The call which stimulated Dr. Heller's 
(Continued on page 26) 
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Notes and Comment 


Tue Union House of Living Juda- 
ism-Berg Memorial. national head- 
quarters of the UAHC and its affil- 
iates, was recently designated by the 
Fifth Avenue Association of New 
York as the best institutional type 
of building erected in the Fifth 
Avenue section during the past two 
years. Rabbi N. Eisen- 


drath, president of the Union, has 


Maurice 


been officially informed that an il- 
luminated certificate will be pre- 
sented as the award at ceremonies 
on September 30th. At the same 
time. certificates of merit will be 
presented to Harry M. Prince, the 
architect, and Paul Tishman, Inc., 
builders, of our beautiful and func- 
tional new home. 

We believe that members of Re- 
form congregations throughout the 
country will now have a further in- 
centive, when they are in New York, 
to visit this center of our movement. 


THE young men and women who are 
active in our National Federation of 
Temple Youth are beyond the Bar 


Mitzvah age, but their organization 
is Bar Mitzvah this year. Thousands 
of young people of high school and 
college age have benefited from at- 
tendance at the more than sixty na- 
tional and regional Camp Institutes 
and Conclaves conducted by NFTY 
during the past thirteen years. This 
summer two National Leader Train- 
ing Institutes will be held at the first 
UAHC-sponsored permanent youth 
camp on Lake La Belle, Oconomo- 
woc, Wis., in addition to ten Re- 
gional Camp Conclaves in various 
parts of the country; one of the lat- 
ter will be held at the recently-ac- 
quired UAHC camp in Saratoga, Cal. 

Youth is participating enthusiasti- 
cally in the program of Liberal Juda- 
ism. To NFTY we extend greetings 
and best wishes on its Bar Mitzvah. 


OPINIONS expressed by writers of 
signed articles in AMERICAN JupA- 
ISM are their own and do not neces- 
sarily reflect the official viewpoint 
of the Union of American Hebrew 


Congregations and its affiliates. 
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Religion and Science 1y Davia Dietz 


— is no conflict between science and Reform 
Judaism. Conflict arises only when there is an attempt 
to turn back the clock, either to orthodoxy in religion 
or to nineteenth century mechanism in science. 
Clarence Darrow was as wrong when he insisted that 
man is a machine, as was William Jennings Bryan 


when he demanded literal acceptance of the story of 


Jonah and the whale. 

Henry L. Mencken once said that every time science 
takes a step forward, religion takes a step backward. 
It simply is not true of Liberal Judaism. 

I have spent the past thirty-five years as a student of 
the progress of science. Nothing that I have learned 
has opposed the principles of Liberal Judaism I was 
taught as a boy in Rabbi Louis Wolsey’s confirmation 
class. 

For me, the chief glory of Reform Judaism is that it 
stands upon a foundation broad enough to include 
modern scientific progress. And, I hasten to add, one 
of the glories of twentieth century science lies in the 
fact that it does not preclude an enlightened and lib- 
eral religious point of view. 

I know many eminent scientists who are deeply re- 
ligious men. Among them are Dr. Albert Einstein, Dr. 
Robert A. Millikan, and Dr. Arthur Compton. 

The mechanistic era in science had its beginnings in 
the theory of universal gravitation of Sir Isaac Newton. 
This theory was advanced to explain the motion of the 
planets around the sun. But it quickly became the basis 
of a new philosophical point of view. 

This trend was strengthened by the nebular hypoth- 
esis of the origin of the solar system. advanced by the 
Marquis Pierre Simon de Laplace in 1796, and by 
Charles Darwin’s formulation of the theory of evolu- 
tion in 1859. 

The mechanistic picture of the universe was summed 
up by Lord Alfred Tennyson as the nineteenth century 
drew to a close when he wrote: 





Dr. David Dietz has long combined an interest in religion with 
an interest in science. He has been the president of the Suburban 
Temple of Cleveland. Ohio. since its organization in 1948. Since 
1923 he has been the science editor of the Scripps-Howard 
newspapers. His latest book. Atomic Energy in the Coming Era, 
has been translated into fifteen languages. He attended the 
atomic bomb tests at Bikini Atoll and wrote the article on the 
atomic bomb for the Encyclopedia Brittanica. Western Reserve 
University conferred the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters 
on him in 1948 and he has won numerous prizes, including the 
Pulitzer Prize in Journalism. 


This world was once a fluid haze of light, 
Till toward the center set the starry tides 
And eddied into suns, that wheeling cast 
The planets, then the monster, then the man. 


Here was the picture of a completely mechanical 
world in which cause and effect ruled from the begin- 
ning of time. It was believed that if one had possessed 
a knowledge of the exact distribution of matter and en- 
ergy at the instant of creation, it would have been pos- 
sible to predict every subsequent event in the history of 
the universe. 

It was difficult. if not impossible, to reconcile any 
idea of free will with this tightly wrought chain of 
cause and effect extending back to the beginning of 
time. Man was robbed of his dignity and reduced to 
the status of an automaton. 

The difficulty became even greater at the start of the 
twentieth century as a result of Prof. Ivan Pavlov’s re- 
searches on the conditioned reflex and the growing 
awareness of the part played in human behavior by 
both heredity and environment. 

A school of psychology grew up in which the mind 
was no more than a mirror that reflected events in the 
physical world without the power to influence them. 
Free will was regarded as an illusion. The climax was 
reached with Prof. John B. Watson’s theory of beha- 
viorism in which “behavior” replaced the mind and 


‘ 


thinking became “sub-lingual talking.” 

But what these exponents of “man-is-a-machine” the- 
ories in the 1920's failed to realize was that a revolu- 
tion had already taken place in the world of science, a 
revolution that destroyed the foundations on which 
their theories rested. 

The revolution began at the close of the nineteenth 
century with Dr. Max Planck’s suggestion of the quan- 
tum theory. It got up full steam in 1905 as the result 
of a series of brilliant papers published that year by 
Prof. Albert Einstein. One was the theory of relativity, 
a second was a spectacular extension of the quantum 
theory, a third set forth the idea that matter could be 
converted into energy, an idea that took tangible form 
forty years later in a device known as the atomic bomb. 

In an article of this length there is insufficient space 
to trace in detail the growth of the newer ideas. It is 
only possible to draw in broad outline the new picture 
of the universe which has arisen from these theories, 
from astronomical observations. and from experiments 


with cyclotrons and other atom-smashers. 
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Let us begin with a quick look at what modern astron- 
omy has revealed about the size of the universe. Our 
earth is one of nine planets revolving around the sun. 
Our sun is one of a hundred billion stars in our Milky 
Way or galaxy. Our galaxy is one of a billion galaxies 
within range of the 200-inch telescope on Palomar 
Mountain. 

Each spiral nebula, which appears as a little whirl- 
pool of light in that great telescope, is actually a huge 
collection of billions of stars that duplicates our own 
Milky Way. And the farthest one of them photographed 
with the Palomar telescope is a billion light years away. 
(A light year is six trillion miles. ) 

But even more astounding than the size of the uni- 
verse is the picture of its nature which modern scientific 
theory gives us. Under the impact of the theory of rela- 
tivity, the Newtonian idea of an infinite universe with 
absolute space and absolute time has disappeared. 

In its place we have a “four-dimensional continuum” 
in which time is joined to space as a fourth dimension. 
Each observer makes his own separation of this con- 
tinuum into space and time on the basis of his motion 
so that the length of measuring rods and the rate of 
clocks differs for different observers. 

In addition, space has a curvature into a fourth di- 
mension of its own so that a straight line is not straight. 
If you traveled long enough in a given direction in 
space, you would find yourself back at your starting 
point, having circumnavigated the universe as Magellan 
sailed around the earth. 

The late Sir Arthur Eddington believed that the uni- 
verse was a hypersphere, this being in four dimensions 
what a sphere is in three. 

I recall, during the Harvard Tercentenary Confer- 
ence in 1936, bumping into Eddington in the Harvard 
yard one day after lunch. It was a pleasant sunny after- 
noon and we sat down upon the steps of the Harvard 
chapel to talk. 

I asked him if he could visualize a four-dimensional 
hypersphere. He replied that by closing his eyes and 
thinking hard he could picture a three-dimensional 
doughnut revolving in the fourth dimension. If you can 
repeat his performance, you know what a hypersphere 
looks like. 

But one more feature must be added to this picture 
of the universe, perhaps the most astonishing of all. 
Both observations and theory unite in indicating that 
we live in an expanding universe. The hypersphere is 
growing ever larger like a soap bubble into which air 
is being blown. 

A picture that is equally confusing to what we are 
sometimes pleased to call “common sense” greets us 
when we turn to the atomic world of matter and energy. 

The quantum theory began as an attempt to picture 
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light as composed of little bullets of energy, quanta or 
photons, instead of light waves. But it has been extend- 
ed into a general description of atomic behavior. Atom- 
ic behavior cannot be explained on the basis of the old 
laws of classical mechanics. 

But despite Planck and Einstein, a whole set of ex- 




































periments remain which can only be explained on the 
assumption that light consists of waves. Even more con- 
fusing is the fact that under certain circumstances such 
sub-atomic particles as electrons also behave as though 

they were waves. 
A basic difficulty in the way of solving this riddle is 
the impossibility of making exact measurements of cer- 
(Continued on page 26) 
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What to Do about 


[EDITOR’S NOTE: 

The problem of intermarriage has been a volatile one since the time 
when Ruth, the Moabitess, and Ezra, the Scribe. cast divergent views 
on the subject. Contemporary Jewish life is still vexed by this prob- 
lem. The following discussions by jour leaders of Liberal Judaism 


represent a variety of viewpoints. 
Rabbi Bettan, who presents the official CCAR point of view, is a 


Rabbi Israel Bettan 


As DEFINED by the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, intermarriage presents no problem, since it is 
taken to denote a marriage between a Jew and a con- 
verted Gentile. True, the marriage ceremony follows 
hard upon the rite of conversion in such instances, but 
we choose not to go beyond the declared intention and 
peer into the inner motive of the convert. At the time 
of the union of the pair they are merged into one faith, 
and to all intents and purposes they become members 
of the same group. 

What looms as a problem in the eyes of the CCAR 
is the “mixed marriage” which by Conference defini- 
tion is a marriage between a Jew and an unconverted 
Gentile. When the parties to the marriage resolve to 
retain their loyalty to the respective faiths into which 
they are born, a number of questions arise. The ques- 
tions touch on the stability of the marriage. the welfare 
of the home, and the religious future of the offspring, 
and they fill us with doubt and fear. It is with this type 
of marriage, the “mixed marriage,” that the CCAR 
has been concerned in recent decades. 

The Conference position, first made clear in 1909 
and then reaffirmed with added emphasis in 1947, is 
embodied in the following resolution: “The Central 
Conference of American Rabbis declares that mixed 
marriages are contrary to the tradition of the Jewish 
religion and should therefore be discouraged by the 
American rabbinate” (Yearbook Vol. 19, p. 170; Vol. 
57, p. 161). 

The Conference declaration, it should be carefully 
noted. while it confirms the religious tradition on the 
issue. contains no definite instruction to the individual 
rabbi. To be sure, he is counseled to do what he could 
to prevent the occurrence of a mixed marriage, but he 


Continued on page 27 
pag 


Morton A. Seidenfeld 


Ar TIMES there are encountered certain psycho-social 
problems in which group and individual interests are 
in conflict. Intermarriage is one of these because from 
the group standpoint it must be looked upon as a 
threat to group solidarity. Yet from the standpoint 
of the individuals concerned, the loved one is viewed 
with little or no regard for his or her religious and 
social differences but generally prized for other 
personal qualities. 

So far as group solidarity is concerned, intermar- 
riage probably never will be an acceptable procedure. 
The demand is, therefore, for the spouse-to-be to 
accept without question the faith, the social or nation- 
alistic concepts of the group, thus making such a 
marriage into a union between “believers.” From the 
standpoint of the psychodynamics of the group, no 
compromise can be made nor should be expected, for 
the willingness to alter this concept would of necessity 
threaten the continuance of the group structure, even- 
tually allowing it to become a hollow semblance of 
its former self. Thus have many of the great dynasties 
of the past faded into nothing. 

For the individual the problem is not so simple. 
Love is not generally very analytical. As a result 
those who are in love may not see the conflicts and 
differences in their underlying philosophies until 
after marriage has occurred. Even after marriage 
considerable time may elapse before serious inter- 
personal differences in religious, social and psycho- 
logical orientation give rise to misunderstanding and 
bitterness. 

However, for the individuals who are given the 
benefit of counseling and orientation before marriage. 
who understand clearly their responsibilities not only 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Intermarriage? 


Four Views 


member of the faculty of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 


of Religion in Cincinnati. 


Mr. Seidenfeld is a past president of Central Synagogue of Nas- 


sau County, Rockville Centre, N. Y. 


Mr. Tobias is a past president of Congregation K. K. Beth Elohim 


of Charleston. S.C. 


Dr. Brickner is rabbi of Euclid Avenue Temple, Cleveland.] 


Thomas J. Tobias 


Ivrerm ARRIAGE is inevitable in a free society such as 
the United States. 

During the medieval period when the Jew was con- 
fined to ghettos and had no access to the society about 
him, intermarriage was rare. When the Jew was granted 
economic, political and religious rights and emerged 
in the Western world as a full citizen, intermarriage 
became a problem. 

The Jew today in this country, as well as in most of 
the nations of western Europe, circulates freely with 
his non-Jewish neighbors in business and industry, in 
schools and universities, and in civic and cultural or- 
ganizations. Through these associations, especially at 
age levels when fancy turns to thoughts of love, there 
are bound to be instances when the affections of some 
young Jews and Jewesses fix upon someone who is not 
of their faith. 

The only certain alternative would be complete with- 
drawal from public schools and common colleges, from 
any assqciation in jobs and business, and from the 
normal participation in civic affairs which the Jew has 
fought so long to secure. This is neither possible nor 
desirable. Self-ghettoization is no answer. 

So the only way in which intermarriage can be dealt 
with under circumstances of comparatively free asso- 
ciation such as exists in this country is through in- 
creased emphasis by the Jew on his great heritage, 
Judaism. The positive approach must be stressed. The 
traditions, the history, the ideals, primarily, the re- 
ligious message of Judaism, must be taught with skill 
and realism so that every Jew will be an informed Jew, 
loyal to his religion and its idealism. 

The National Federation of Temple Youth, Hillel 
Foundations at colleges, and adult discussion meetings 
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Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner 


Recenrry a prominent Gentile business man came 
to my study heartbroken because his very beautiful 
daughter had fallen in love with a Jew. He wanted 
to know whether he was being un-Christian and nar- 
row in opposing the marriage, and would I[ speak to 
his daughter when she came into town. 

I also recall an extreme experience with an Orthodox 
Jewish father and mother who threatened to cut off 
their son and mourn him as dead if he married his 
Christian fiancee. In both these cases, as in all others 
dealing with this matter, I urged the parents not to 
alienate their children, to be friendly and tolerant, to 
take them in and not to drive them from home. If 
there is any hope of accomplishing anything, it stands 
a better chance in an atmosphere that is not charged 
with antipathy and bitterness? 

I have also conferred with young people who found 
themselves in this happy-unhappy predicament, and all 
they say is: “We are in love. We could be very happy 
if only our parents and teachers would let us alone. 
What if we are of different faiths? Why should that 
make a difference? We'll find a way.” 

One fact in my counseling with the parents reveals 
itself unanimously and, that is, their chief concern is 
for their children’s happiness. Even the most liberal- 
minded parents have a gnawing suspicion that mixed 
marriage is not conducive to happiness. Most young 
people, on the other hand, are so carried away by ro- 
mantic love that nothing seems to matter to them 
excepting their love and their implicit faith in it to 
bring them ultimate happiness. 

Before going further, though, let us understand the 
difference between mixed marriage and intermarriage. 
A mixed marriage is one in which the husband and 


(Continued on page 27) 











Reform 
and Jewish 


Edueation 


by Solomon B. F reehof 


Oru Reform Jewish movement is frequently under 
attack. The nationalist Hebraist educators say we do 
not have enough understanding of the great national- 
ist emotion in world Jewry, the yearning among 
Jews to have a nation of their own. They say we are 
lax in our teaching of the Hebrew language. They do 
not say we are not religious, as the Orthodox say. 
They say that we want to disappear as Jews, that we 
are assimilationists. These arguments are of course 
worthy of serious discussion, but just as we might be 
getting ready to discuss the charge that we have no 
appreciation of Jewish nationalism and no real affec- 
tion for the Hebrew language we suddenly hear an 
entirely different charge. There have recently arisen 
those who accuse us of exactly the reverse. They say 
the Reform religious schools are too nationalistic. 
They are far too Hebraic; that we speak of the Jewish 
people, instead of “Jewish Religion.” In fact, they say, 
the entire Reform Jewish movement has become Zion- 
ist-Nationalistic-Hebraist. What can we do with these 
two sets of opposite arguments? The only thing to do 
is to put both groups of extremists in one room and 
let them shout at each other until their complexes are 
allayed, while we go ahead with our educational tasks. 

Yet it is surely significant that while many different 
groups attack us, tens of thousands of individuals join 
us. Why, if we are so very wrong, do we grow so 
rapidly? How can one explain the vast increase in 
the number of congregations and the enormous growth 





Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof is chairman of the Commission on 
Jewish Education of the UAHC and the CCAR. His article 
on Reform and Jewish Education consists of excerpts from an 
address delivered at Temple Rodef Shalom, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
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of Preface to Scripture, The Small Sanctuary, and other books 
on Judaism, 


in our religious schools which are so sedulously at- 
tacked? Just what is Reform Jewish Education? What 
in our methods and in our moods is vital and rooted 
in the basic soil of Reform and wherein are they essen- 
tially religious and Jewish? 

The traditional system of Jewish Education was 
once a successful and joyous system. It worked effec- 
tively for 1500 years; it united broken fragments of 
Jewish communities all over the world into one con- 
scious unity. It kept the centuries bound together in 
one literature. But soon the time came when religious- 
educational changes were urgent; and that essentially 
is what Reform Judaism signified. 

Reform produced the first great change in 1500 
years in the method of perpetuating Judaism through 
education. What was needed in a changing scene in 
order to keep education from being mere tyranny was 
an unflagging experimental mood. This is what Re- 
form Judaism and its education in the first instance 
means. It is experimental. It is willing to discard any 
old methods if they no longer work; and the best evi- 
dence of Reform’s tremendous creative experimen- 
talism can be put right before your eyes. 

The old education, in which some of us were reared, 
needed only two or three books. A Siddur, a prayer 
book, from which the child learned to read, a Chu- 
mosh, the five books of Moses, with a commentary. 
and for an advanced child one tractate of the Talmud. 
To date our Reform Jewish movement has published 
over one hundred books of so varied a nature that the 
old education would never have dreamed of them. 
Who, in the past, thought of textbooks on Jewish his- 
tory? Who, indeed, taught Jewish history at all? We 
have provided history books on every level; books of 
Jewish stories, plays, puzzles, handwork. Counting the 
books and the other items, we have produced 350 
separate items in a generation. That surely indicates, 
at the very least, a dynamic creativity, an untiring 
eagerness to experiment in the attempt to bring the 
changing world into focus with the eternal tradition. 
With the new textbooks we have also worked toward 
new methods of education. Whatever good methods 
the educators develop in the great universities, we find 
ways of adapting into our religious schools. No 
Jewish group in Jewish history ever produced even 
a small fraction of such a list of original bocks and 
methods for Jewish childhood. 

Has this creative experimentalism accomplished 
anything essentially valuable? How good are all the 
books and experiments? You will hear some people 
say that there is not much good in it; that it is not 
really education, it is play. 

Let us see what we do have. Our children begin in 
the kindergarten and attend school for eleven or twelve 
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years. What is the average attendance? How many last 
through the grades? It is almost 100 per cent. Now 
add the number of hours taught. What is a more effec- 
tive influence in life, to pack your education into 700 
hours in less than two years of a Talmud Torah or to 
have it seep into the child’s consciousness in 870 hours 
spread over ten years? 

There is much that we can improve, but what we 
have done was achieved because we have devoted our- 
selves to education, studying the child, studying 
changing needs, producing a variety of textbooks and 
methods. Reform Jewish education represents a suc- 
cessful experimental effort in which we have created 
a literature on religion, Jewish history, customs and 
ceremonies and the Hebrew language. 

The well-known war correspondent, Robert St. 
John, has written a charming book, The Tongue of 
the Prophets. It is a book about the career of Eliezer 
Ben Yehuda, a Russian Jew who came to Palestine 
over a half century ago, an enthusiast for the revival 
of the Hebrew language. He felt that the Jews would 
never build a successful nation unless they created a 
living language of their own. More than anybody else 
Ben Yehuda made possible the great modern Hebrew 
language which unites all the various groups in Israel 
coming from many lands. Those who read modern 
Hebrew know what a marvelous achievement all this 
is. Hebrew has become adequate for mathematics, 
science, engineering, and the conversation of children 
at play. What the Irish have yet failed to do in the 








State of Eire has already been remarkably achieved 
in the new State of Israel. 

But if our education is religious rather than lin- 
guistic, why do we teach Hebrew at all? Does not God 
understand English? What is the use of bothering the 
children with a “foreign” language? The answer to 
those people who want to abolish Hebrew is that they 
misunderstand Judaism in general and Reform Juda- 
ism in particular. 

When the Reform Jewish movement first decided to 
have prayers in the language of the people, there was 
bitter opposition on the part of the Orthodox. But the 
opposition could not hinder this natural development 
and nearly all Reform prayer books are largely in the 
language of the people. But no responsible Reform 
leader ever seriously advocated removing Hebrew 
from the prayer book. But why not? Why not be con- 
sistent? They kept Hebrew but not out of any con- 
servatism. The first Reformers were belligerent. They 
were revolutionists, yet they never seriously thought 
of removing Hebrew from their prayer books. It was 
a matter of principle with them. Reform Judaism from 
the beginning selected one idea of the prophetic teach- 
ing to stress as central and that idea was that the 
people of Israel, the world Jewish community, has a 
God-given function in the world. This is a vital part 
of our religion. The people of Israel is essential to 
cur religion, just as it was basic to the religion of 
Scripture. Judaism is a contract, a covenant, between 
(Continued on page 28) 
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Peter Stuyvesant watching the arrival 
of a ship bringing the first Jews 
to settle in New Amsterdam 





They Came 


or 
— 





300 Years Ago aie the discovery of America. many Jews 
who were victims of the Inquisitions sought safety in 
the newly-found Western Hemisphere. In fact. Jewish 
settlers played a not inconspicuous part in the success 
of the early settlements in the West Indies and in 
a Brazil. 
by Lee M. Friedman In 1654 the long war between Portugal and Hol- 
land ended. At this time Holland ceded Brazil back 
to Portugal, which posed embarrassing prospects for 
the Jews in Brazil. They had originally settled there 
as Marranos (new Christians) but. after Dutch rule, 
they had openly returned to Judaism and enjoyed 
some measure of religious liberty. When Brazil was 
restored to Portuguese rule. however. a considerable 
number of Jews left Brazil. Some returned to Europe; 
others sought refuge in the settlements in North Amer- 
ica. 

Thus, in September, 1654, the little bark. “St. 
; Charles.” sailing into the harbor of New Amsterdam. 
Jewish colonists ; ‘ es ‘ . . 
eeibillaes tii Une helio: in 4 brought twenty-three Jewish fugitives from Brazil to 
settle in what is today New York. This was the first 
Jewish communal group to be established in North 
America. Described by the local divine as “poor but 
healthy.” this little band of refugees was not wanted. 
Governor Peter Stuyvesant tried to have them ex- 
pelled. but in 1655 what has often been described as 
the American Jewish Charter of Liberty was sent 
from Holland directing Stuyvesant to permit the Jews 
to settle in New Amsterdam “provided the poor 
among them shall not become a burden to the com- 

munity, but be supported by their own nation.” 
Even prior to 1654 individual Jewish wanderers 
and settlers had made their appearance in the English 
colonies. As early as 1621 Elias Legardo had come 
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to Virginia. In 1649 Solomon Franco had been paid 
sixty shillings by the Great and General Court of 
theocratic Massachusetts Bay to leave Boston. Jacob 
Barsimson was already in New Amsterdam when the 
twenty-three Jews arrived from Brazil. Jacob Lum- 
brazo, “Ye Jew Doctor,” was in Maryland at least 
as early as 1656. 

The Jew in America knew no geographical limita- 
tions. and from the early days they were an integral 
part of the nation. participating in everything that 
made this country’s history. Truly it can be said 
of the American Jew that he has been a denizen of 
Main Street: a fellow pioneer in the struggling colonies 
and in the trek across the plains; an industrialist. shop- 
keeper. politician, adventurer, teacher. laborer and 
labor-leader, scientist, merchant, Indian trader. doctor, 
judge. riffraff gangster, capitalist and philanthropist— 
he participates in all phases of American life. In the 
original colonies Jews were among the early settlers, 
and as the country grew they were pioneers in the out- 
posts which became new cities. 

The history of the Jew in the United States is no 
sectarian or ghettoized footnote in the progress of 
our nation. It is an essential part of American history 
demonstrating. from one component element of the 
community, activities and ideas which make the Amer- 
ica we know today. 

Historians have come to realize that America is the 
blending of new experiences of heterogeneous groups 
of immigrants who acclimatized themselves to the 
wide expanses of a new continent. Our United States 
has emerged through the process of absorbing and 
coalescing miscellaneous races. cultures, customs and 
ideas. Today it is a historical commonplace that the 
English Pilgrim fathers. the Dutch settlers. the French 
colonists, and the Spanish adventurers who first came 
to this new continent were themselves immigrants, 
They. just as the most recent newcomers, had to go 
through a process of Americanization to learn to adjust 
and to accustom themselves to the new experiences and 
different conditions to be found here. 

The participation of Jews in United States history 
is more than a sharing in its physical expansion and 
material growth. Even from the days of the Revolu- 
tion. in its wars on sea and land, America has recorded 
the worthy contributions of its Jewish citizens. Nor 
have they come to these shores empty handed, for 
within themselves they brought moral and spiritual 
ideals and intellectual qualities and characteristics 
which have enriched and stimulated American life. 


The Jews of New Amsterdam preparing for 
religious services in the loft 


of an abandoned mill 
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Their contributions, to the cultural, economic, political 
and spiritual growth of America is an exciting and sur- 
prising saga. Already the American Jewish Historical 
Society has published more than forty volumes on this 
subject, and the tale has still to run. 

Since the largest and most important Jewish popu- 
lation in the world today are citizens of the United 
States, the occasion of the three hundredth anniver- 
sary of the first communal settlement of the Jews in 
this country should be fittingly celebrated. Plans have 
been initiated by the American Jewish Historical 
Society for such a tercentenary celebration in 1954, 
on a national scale, under the auspices and sponsor- 
ship of representative national Jewish organizations. 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations and 
its afhliates—the National Federations of Temple 
Sisterhoods, Brotherhoods and Youth — and the He- 
brew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion have 
already signified interest in the undertaking. 

Such a celebration can emphasize the fact that here 
in America the Jew has demonstrated that he has 
always been both a good American and a good Jew, 
and he has contributed toward making the United 
States not only a great democratic nation, but a 
leader in humanitarian ideals. Even beyond the na- 
tion’s boundaries, in lands where the lesson is needed, 
such a tercentenary celebration, in 1954, may spread 
a significant and heartening message of courage and 


hope. 





The illustrations used with this article are taken from “The 
Jews Settle in New Amsterdam—1654,” produced by Victor 
Kayfetz Productions, Inc., the first filmstrip of the new Audio- 
Visual Aids Department, Union of American Hebrew Congre- 


gations. 














Book Reviews 


Report on Jewish Community Re- 
lations Agencies by Robert M. 
Maclver, National Community 
Relations Advisory Council, New 
York. 271 pp. $3.00. 


One of the least-kept secrets of the 
past year has been the so-called “Mac- 
Iver Report.” This six months’ study 
of the Jewish community relations 
agencies, undertaken by the distin- 
guished professor emeritus of Colum- 
bia University and a corps of his fellow 
social scientists, was but part of a 
study process and therefore, lest the 
results be pre-judged, was kept con- 
fidential. Now that the first phase of 
the process has been completed and 
the agencies examined in the study 
have had opportunity for comment and 
rebuttle, the Report has been declas- 
sified and published. The extensive 
endeavors of Jewish agencies in the 
fight against anti-Semitism and subse- 
quently in community relations were 
long the target for charges of ineffh- 
ciency, irresponsible duplication and 
reckless competition for funds and 
glory. Were these charges justified ? 

Maclver, in effect, said, “Yes!” and 
charted a pattern for the more effica- 
cious management of Jewish commu- 
nity relations activities. Rather than 
have two or three agencies involved in 
a simultaneous effort in the same area, 
maintaining complete and repetitive 
staffs and offices for the same func- 
tion, Maclver suggests that there be 
clear-cut divisions of labor. Veterans’ 
work should be turned over to the 
Jewish War Veterans; the contacts 
and activities with the labor unions 
should be delegated to the Jewish 
Labor Committee; while other organi- 
zations such as the American Jewish 
Committee and the Anti-Defamation 
League sheuld cease their activities in 
these fields in order to expand and 
intensify their work in other fields, 
such as investigation of anti-Semitism 
or intercultural education, allocated 
exclusively to them. The efforts of 
American Jewry in the legislative area 
and in legal disputations should be 
assigned to a single agency, such as 
the American Jewish Congress, rather 
than distributed arbitrarily and com- 
petitively among the legal staffs of the 
several agencies. 
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In the interfaith area, Professor 
Maclver recognizes the inadvisability 
of having the Jewish community rep- 
resented religiously by secular organ- 
izations. When the Protestant and 
Catholic churches are active in a co- 
operative endeavor, it is essential that 
the synagogue serve as the spokesman 
for the Jew. Commending the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations 
for its “indisputable competence,” he 
recommended that it undertake the 
provisional sponsorship of interfaith 
activities, meanwhile undertaking steps 
to bring the other branches of Juda- 
ism into interreligious activities. 

The National Community Relations 
Advisory Council had best be measur- 
ably strengthened, to become more than 
simply a coordinating body with little 
more than advisory power. It should, 
Professor Maclver recommended, have 
functions of its own, conduct surveys 
and assist in the allocation of activi- 
ties to the various agencies. The financ- 
ing of the entire community relations 
field would be delegated to a repre- 
sentative NCRAC national committee 
of experts and agency representatives, 
to which the local communities would 
send their community relations alloca- 
tions. 

The statements of the national agen- 
cies which follow the Report, while 
raising some valid and often violent 
objections, add insights and appreci- 
able data to this study of the volatile 
field of community relations. It is quite 
apparent that every rabbi and congre- 
gational officer is obligated to become 
familiar with the contents of the 260- 
page volume so as to assure his congre- 
gation, an all-important community 
relations factor in every community, 
its proper function. 

JAY KAUFMAN 


Israel: The Beginning and Tomor- 
Hal William 
Sloane Associates, York. 


358 pp. $3.75. 


Lehrman. 


New 


row by 


How well has the State of Israel met 
the acid test in the four years of its 
existence? How successful has Israel 
been in gathering the exiles and the 
homeless to the Homeland? How goes 
the beginning in terms of tomorrow? 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Ktnaaer” 
Edited by CORLISS LAMONT 


Introduction by 


LOUIS UNTERMEYER 


THIS anthology 
of more than 350 poems is 
unique in that it emphasizes 
the best of all answers to 
death: The wholehearted af- 
firmation of life in terms of 
freedom, joy, and beauty. 


* “The best collection of its 
kind; a book of poetry which 
offers relief from the increas- 
ing pressures of the day and 
the oppressing memories of 
the night.” 

Louis Untermeyer, Poet and 
Critic, in Introduction to 


Second Edition 


¢ “Should be in the library of 
every discerning layman and 
clergyman. . . . The essays 
introducing each section are 
of extraordinary eloquence 
and insight. May this 
notable volume touch and en- 
kindle the hearts of multi- 
tudes of readers!” 
—Rabbi Louis 1. Newman 


$4.50 


PHILOSOPHICAL 
LIBRARY, Publishers 

15 E. 40 St., Desk 599, New York 16, N. Y. 
Expedite shipment by prepayment 
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Dr. Bernard Heller, at left, 
traveling by ox-cart 
in India 


Judaism in India 


Tax Jews of India are hungry for the knowledge of 
the Torah, said Rabbi Bernard Heller of New York 
on his return from a preaching mission in that coun- 
try, sponsored by the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, the Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions and the National Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods. 

Rabbi Heller’s visit was at the invitation of the 





“Magen Hassidim” Synagogue in Bombay 
and member of staff 


i MAY, 1952 


3 







Jewish Religious Union of Bombay. He addressed 
audiences in Cochin, Poona and the Konkon Region, 
as well as Bombay, often traveling many miles by ox- 
cart to reach inaccessible villages and towns. He offici- 
ated at Holiday and Sabbath services and at weddings 
and funerals. 

He aided in launching several projects—establish- 
ing a Jewish library and reading room in Bombay; 
forming adult education classes; and 
helping to reorganize the curriculum of 
the Sir Elly Kadoorie School in Bombay 
where 800 Jewish children study. 
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The President’s Trip to Europe 


Iv 4 little German town near Frank- 
furt I received my March edition of 
AMERICAN JUDAISM. It was a welcome 
and reassuring symbol in a strange 
and rather bewildering world 

According to Samuel Johnson, “the 
use of traveling is to regulate imagina- 
tion by reality, and instead of think- 
ing how things may be, to see them as 
they are.” For the traveler in Europe 
today it is sometimes difficult to be- 
lieve things “as they are,” and to at- 
tempt to evaluate them in relation to 
the way “they should be” is disheart- 
ening even to the optimistic. 

Having traveled in England, on the 
continent and in Israel last summer, 
and returning to Europe this spring 
for the express purpose of visiting 
our son, stationed in Germany, my 
husband and I determined to avoid 
all sight-seeing, except such as could 
be done with the family as part of the 
daily program, or en route to and 
from America. It is impossible how- 
ever to be in Europe and not see 
sights and feel tensions whose grim 
reality cannot be ignored. 

Among the pleasanter experiences 
of our trip, and there were after all 
many, was the joy of attending service 
one Friday evening at Heidelberg 
Military Post synagogue. and a few 
days later the Seder conducted by 
Colonel Henry Tavel, senior Jewish 
Chaplain EUCOM and a graduate of 
Hebrew Union College. Here we had 
the opportunity of witnessing the ex- 
cellent work being done by the JWB 
not only for the American military 
and civilian personnel but also for 
those Jews from Germany and else- 
where who for one reason or another 
are still in that area. It was heart- 
warming too to hear from the JWB 
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by MRS. LOUIS A. ROSETT 


directors warm words of appreciation 
for the gifts and the cooperation of 
the Sisterhoods through the Women’s 
Division of the JWB. 

Before the services on Friday eve- 
ning we visited the chaplains’ office 
which was humming with “erev” Pass- 
over and Easter preparations and in 
spite of the fact that the phone kept 
ringing, emergencies kept arising, and 
everyone wanted the chaplain to 
“straighten something out” for him, 
we had a delightful visit at his home 
with Colonel Tavel and his family. 
At the services I was invited to bring 
a word of greeting from NFTS and 
had a thrilling experience of being 
presented with a Hebrew Bible printed 
in Germany in 1715, as a gift for the 
House of Living Judaism. The Bible 
which had been hidden in a salt mine 


near Manheim had been given to 
Colonel Tavel by the local Jewish 
congregation with the express wish 


that it be placed where it could best 
be utilized by Americans. Hence Chap- 
lain Tavel’s choice of our own Union 
House of Living Judaism. 

At the Seder service attended by 
more than 400 men and women, after 
cordial and inspiring messages de- 
livered by Major General Noche, and 
Colonel Cassidy, commanding officer 
of the Post, Mr. Rosett was called 
upon to say a few words on behalf of 
the “people back home,” which he 
did, promising in turn to transmit to 
them the spirit of the occasion. 

Flying home by way of Madrid, we 
drove to Toledo and spent some mo- 
ments in the old Jewish synagogue 
there which is one of the sights in- 
cluded in the tour of the city. At the 
time of the expulsion of the Jews from 
Spain, the synagogue was desecrated, 


the Tablets of the 
Law covered by 
images of the Lion 
of Toledo and the 
tombs of several 
Catholic bishops placed 
walls. The benches had been removed 
except for a few along the sides and 
at the rear, and there we sat in this 
old and holy place, exquisite in its 
beauty and poignant in its memories, 
and tried to decipher the three faint 
rows of Hebrew letters on the walls. 

Returning to Madrid I asked to see 
the synagogue where the 300 Jews, 
among its population of nearly 2.000,- 
000, worship. We found it in a base- 
ment, in two small rooms without any 
sign or identification. The rooms had 
been donated by the Jewish owners of 
the building—a _ fortunate circum- 
stance since no building for Jewish 
or Protestant worship may be erected 
in Spain today, nor any religious in- 
scription er placard concerning them 
be displayed. Permission to conduct 
services was granted by the govern- 
ment to the Jewish congregation, we 
were told, with the understanding that 





within its 


such worship must be led by its 
S’fardic rather than its Ashk’nazic 
members. - 


In the course of our trip we saw 
much that was beautiful, and many 
things that were grim, depressing and 
disquieting. All things, however, bore 
living witness to the fact that. as 
someone has said, “the continuity of 
history is stronger than its changes.” 
To see Europe today is to be reminded 
that the direction which that line of 
continuity shall take is the joint and 
common responsibility of those nations 
and people in the world who are free 
to direct. 
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Evaluating Sisterhood 


Resu_ts of a survey of NFTS will be 
considered by the Special Committee 
on Evaluation and the Executive Com- 
mittee at their annual spring meetings 
in the Union House of Living Judaism. 

The Special Committee on Evalua- 
tion will meet on May 6, 1952, and the 
Executive Committee, under the chair- 
manship of NFTS president, Mrs. 
Louis A. Rosett. New Rochelle, N. Y., 
will hold a two-day session on May 
7-8, 1952. 

The survey was made under the 
auspices of the Special Committee on 
Evaluation, headed by Mrs. Henry 
Monsky, formerly of Omaha, Nebr., 
and now of Beverly Hills, Calif. Re- 
sponses to detailed questionnaires sent 
out to all local Sisterhood presidents 
in January were subjected to careful 
analysis; the results will be used in 
shaping the future programs and ac- 
tivities of NFTS. The questions were 
carefully devised to determine areas 
of work which need additional efforts 
in order better to fulfill the purposes 
of NFTS in furthering Jewish and 
humanitarian causes. 

Questions included the following: 

“Are there any formal changes in 
the NFTS which you think should be 
carefully studied to see if some im- 
provement might be brought about in 
the organization?” 

“If your daughter (or the daughter 
of a close friend) were to join your 
local Sisterhood, what do you suppose 
would be the one thing which would 
impress her most?” 

“If she were average in her interest 
and diligence. how long do you sup- 
pose it might take her... (a new mem- 
ber) to learn all the pertinent facts 
and procedures about your Sisterhood, 
so that she would be on an equal 
footing with the older members?” 

“Do you feel there is enough com- 
munication and _ contact between: 
NFTS and local officers and chair- 
men; NFTS and district officers and 
chairmen; district officers and chair- 
men and local officers and chairmen; 
local officers and local members; 
others?” 

“Do you feel that other members 
of your temple have a clear idea of 
the value of efforts of the NFTS?” 

Members of the Special Committee 
on Evaluation include: Mrs. Hugo 
Dalsheimer and Mrs. Howard Kern, 
Pikesville. Md.; Mrs. Julius Mark, 
Mrs. William J. Leffler, Mrs. Albert J. 
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May, and Mrs. Leon L. Watters, New 
York; and Mrs. Harold Redel, Chi- 
cago, Ill.; with the NFTS president 
and executive director serving ex- 
officio. 

Members of the Executive Commit- 
tee are: Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., chairman; Mrs. Mer- 
vin Blach, Birmingham, Ala.; Mrs. 
Hugo Dalsheimer, Pikesville, Md.; 
Mrs. Gene Friedman, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; Mrs. Sol Gitson, Shaker 
Heights, Ohio; Mrs. Harry Jacobson, 
West Des Moines, Iowa; Mrs. Aaron 


“Over the Top” 
Sisterhoods in the 

House of Living Judaism 
Project 


THE Sisterhoods listed below recently 
met their quotas of $10 per member in 
the NFTS project for the Union House 
of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial. 
More than 200 Sisterhoods have com- 
pleted their quotas. 
Bergen County Reform Temple Sisterhood 
Hackensack, New Jersey 


Mrs. M. J. Saks, Chairman 
Women’s Guild of the White Plains Jewish 


Community Center, White Plains, New York 
Mrs. Abraham Hertzberg, Chairman 
Temple Mickve Sisterhood 
Savannah, Ga 
Mrs. B. H. Levy, Chairman 


United Hebrew Congregation Sisterhood 


L. Lambie, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mrs. Wil- 
liam Loebel, Toronto, Canada; Mrs. 
Julius Mark, New York, N. Y.: Mrs. 
Henry Monsky, Beverly Hills, Calif.; 
and Mrs. C. C. Strasburger, Knox- 
ville, Tenn. 


Springfield, Mo. 
Mrs. Ben Arbeitman, Chairman 





OFFICERS OF NFTS District No. 8 at their recent convention in Greens- 
boro, N. C. Shown from left to right are: Mrs. Joseph Hearst, Norfolk, 
Va., retiring district president; Mrs. A. F. Klein, Greensboro, N. C., who 
was installed as new district president; Mrs. Max I. Miller, new corre- 
sponding secretary who was general convention chairman; and Mrs. 
Jerome L. Salm, Evansville, Ind., guest speaker and member of the 
NFTS Executive Board. District No. 8 includes the mid-Atlantic region. 
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HANDIWORK OF MEMBERS of the Isaac M. Wise Temple Sisterhood, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Shown above is the embroidered tea cloth recently 
completed for use at Sisterhood and congregational functions, along 
with dolls dressed by the Holiday Workshop Committee in Biblical and 


modern Israeli costumes, 





Jewish Religious School Publications 


Wirth the publication of In God’s Way 
by Hortense Hahn, a total of thirty- 
six books has been issued by the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations’ 
Commission on Jewish Education 
through the NFTS Publication Fund 
for New Religious School Literature. 

Subtitled “Prayers and Jingles for 
Little Children,” Jn God’s Way is de- 
signed for children from five to ten 
years old. It was prepared under the 
supervision of a joint committee of the 
Commission on Jewish Education and 
the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis and contains selections for the 
home, for out-of-doors and for the 
Jewish holidays. It is attractively illus- 
trated by Lillian Port. 

Another recent title in the NFTS 
Publication Fund series is Hundreds 
of Pictures by Azriel and Rose L. 
Eisenberg. A catalogue of close to 
2,000 illustrations related to the teach- 
ing of the Bible, Jewish history, cus- 
toms and ceremonies, and modern Is- 
rael, this book is an important source 
of visual aids for the Jewish religious 
school. 

The Publication Fund for New Re- 
ligious School Literature is a revolv- 
ing fund created by NFTS some years 
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ago through a grant of $22,500 made 
in five annual installments of $4,500. 
Proceeds from the sale of the books 
published accrue to the fund, which 
now totals more than $40,323. 


New Aids Issued 


Two new aids for the use of local 
Sisterhoods have been released re- 
cently. A new acknowledgment card 
has been made available to House of 
Living Judaism Project chairmen to 
acknowledge contributions in honor of 
confirmands; and the Committee on 
Peace and World Relations has issued 
a Supplement to its Study Course on 
the United Nations, To Unite Our 
Strength by Frances A. Thomas. 

The Supplement to the Study Course 
on the United Nations brings the 
course up-to-date to January, 1952. 
It is designed to be used in conjunc- 
tion with “Current Copy,” a monthly 
news digest in the field of interna- 
tional affairs, also prepared by Fran- 
ces A. Thomas. Planned for groups 
desiring study and discussion in this 
field, “Current Copy” contains perti- 
nent information, suggestions for ac- 
tivities, and brief reviews of recent 
literature. 


NFTS Honored 


Tue Women’s Organizations’ Division 
of the National Jewish Welfare Board 
honored the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods recently with a 
Certificate of Service for NFTS’ ten 
years of work on behalf of men and 
women in the armed forces and hos- 
pitalized veterans. Mrs. Louis Egelson, 
New York City, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Emergency Service, ac- 
cepted the citation for NFTS at the 
tenth annual meeting of the Women’s 
Organizations’ Division at the offices 
of the National Jewish Welfare Board 
on April 3, 1952. 

Mrs. Egelson was recently appointed 
committee chairman by Mrs. Louis A. 
Rosett, NFTS president, following the 
resignation of Mrs. Edward A. Hart, 
West Hartford, Conn., former chair- 
man and former NFTS vice-president. 

Services include sending gift pack- 
ages to camps, hospitals, and chap- 
lains in the United States and overseas 
through “Serve-a-Camp, Serve-a-Hos- 
pital, Serve-a-Chaplain” projects and 
providing recreation for hospitalized 
veterans through the Veterans Admin- 
istration Voluntary Service program. 

NFTS is one of eight national Jewish 
women’s organizations cited by the 
Women’s Organizations’ Division for 
work in this field. 


Welcome to New Afhiliates 


FOLLOWING are the names of Sister- 
hoods which have joined the NFTS 
within the last year, bringing the total 
number of affiliates to 465 throughout 
the United States, Canada, Cuba, 
Panama, United Kingdom, Union of 
South Africa and Australia. 


SISTERHOOD 


Sisterhood of Temple 
Emanu-El of East 
Meadow 

Sisterhood of the 
Levittown Reform 


CITY AND STATE 


East Meadow, 
Hempstead, N. Y. 


Temple Levittown, L. L., N. Y. 
Sisterhood of Temple 

Israel Valparaiso, Ind. 
Temple Emanuel Sister- 

hood Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Peninsula Temple Beth 

El Sisterhood San Mateo, Calif. 
Temple Beth El Benton Harbor, Mich. 


Beth Sholom Sisterhood 

Beth Sholom Sisterhood 

Temple Beth El 

Temple Sinai 

Reform Jewish Congre- 
gation of Merrick 

Shaareth Israel 
Auxiliary 

Temple Israel of 
Westchester 

Boulevard Temple 
Sisterhood 


Bayside, Flushing, N. Y. 
Kilgore, Texas 
Elizabeth, N. J. 
Lawrence, L. I., N. Y. 
Merrick, L. I., N. Y. 
Lubbock, Texas 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


e “The Work of Our Hands” is the 
slogan of the ISAAC M. WISE TEMPLE SIS- 
TERHOOD, Cincinnati, Ohio. Members re- 
cently completed a large tea cloth for 
Sisterhood and congregational functions, 
composed of individual squares embroi- 
dered with original and significant de- 
signs. Accompanying napkins were sold 
as a fund-raising project. The Holiday 
Workshop Committee, which creates dec- 
orative and educational objects for the 
Jewish religious holidays, is preparing a 
booklet with patterns and directions cov- 
ering its work. Items include miniature 
sukos, dreidel bags, Purim place mats 
and masks, matsos cases, and a variety of 
chalo covers. 


e The Sisterhoods of Greensboro, N. C., 
Chicago, Ill. and St. Joseph, Michigan 
were hosts to three of NFTS’ twenty 
District Federations, when District # 18, 
the Illinois Federation, District #11, the 
Michigan Federation, and District #8, 
covering the mid-Atlantic states, held 
their conventions during March and 
April, 1952. 


© Community service is stressed by 
Southern California Sisterhoods. Members 
act as senior hostesses to thousands of 
service men in the area at the Jewish 
Center’s U.S.O. TEMPLE ISRAEL SISTER- 
HOOD opened the center with a dance 
for 450 service men, serving food to them 
and to 250 junior hostesses. SISTERHOODS 
OF WILSHIRE BOULEVARD and TEMPLE 
EMANUEL sponsor monthly dances at the 
Center. 


e “What Kind of a City Do I Want to 
Live In?” was the question considered 
by members of K.A.M., Beth Am, Sinai 
and South Shore Temple Sisterhoods, 
Chicago, Ill., at a recent program. Carl 
Gardner, secretary of the Chicago Plan 
Commission, addressed the meeting which 
was sponsored by the Community Affairs 
Committées of the four Sisterhoods and 
Conservative temple Sisterhoods in the 
South Side area. 


e Each Sisterhood member brought a 
Christian friend as her guest to a recent 
interfaith luncheon and meeting of the 
TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL SISTERHOOD, Altoona, 
Pa. Highlight of the program was the 
film, “One God—The Ways We Worship 
Him,” based upon the book of the same 
name by Mary Fitch. Depicting the wor- 
ship services of the Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish faiths, the film shows actual 
services in Church, Cathedral and Syna- 
gogue. Rabbi Nathan Kaber introduced 
the movie and conducted a Question and 
Answer period. After the program, Sister- 
hood members took their guests on a tour 
of the temple building. 
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e A caravan of Sisterhood leaders of 
NFTS District #3, the New York Feder- 
ation of Temple Sisterhoods, will visit 
western up-state New York groups during 
the first week in June. All-day sessions 
are planned including Leadership Train- 
ing Institutes. Members of the caravan 
are Mrs. William J. Leffler, District presi- 
dent, and Mrs. Joseph Glanzer, vice- 
president, both of Tuckahoe, N. Y.; Mrs. 
Sol Tekulsky, New York, N. Y., vice- 
president; Mrs. Fabian Crystal, Law- 
rence, N. Y., program chairman; Mrs. 
David Studner, chairman, Peace and 
World Relations, and Mrs. Max Maccoby, 
chairman, Family Relations, both of Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y. 


e A miniature department store with 
booths was featured at the SINAI TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD bazaar in Michigan City, 





Ind., recently. Eight booths, each han- 
dling a different type of merchandise, 
netted the committee a sizable profit. 
Lunches and dinners were served during 
the three-day event, which was climaxed 
by a giant raffle. 


e Functions of a child guidance clinic 
were outlined to members of the TEMPLE 
BETH JACOB SISTERHOOD, Pontiac, Mich., 
at a recent meeting. Mary Kukkonen, 
psychiatric social worker of the Pontiac 
Child Guidance Clinic, was introduced 
by Mrs. Sam Stolorow, Sisterhood presi- 
dent. 


e Artistic boxes for Uniongrams, the dis- 
tinctive NFTS Jewish message bearer for 
all occasions, are created by Mrs. Donald 
Herr, of the SISTERHOOD OF SOCIETY OF 
coNcorD, Syracuse, N. Y. Mrs. Herr 
covers each gift box with fancy paper 
and ribbons and decorates each Union- 
gram with a suitable picture. 


MRS. HUGO DALSHEIMER, First Vice-President of the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods, lighting the new seven-branch Sabbath Menorah on 
the altar of the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation. The Menorah was presented 
to the congregation by the temple Sisterhood in honor of Mrs. Dalsheimer for 
her many years of devoted service and leadership. She served as president of 
the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation Sisterhood for eight years. Mrs. Dals- 
heimer has received many honors for her civic and Jewish communal work. 


17 






































































THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 











Priaigo WE 


Brotherhood Section 





rormerLyY Lhe Gewish Lavman 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 


AND ITS JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 838 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 21, N.Y. 





Officers and Board Members 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS and its 
JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 
PRESIDENT: Hanxotp W. Dupinsky, St. Louis 
Ist. v.-pres., NFTB and Chancellor, JCS: 
Leo Wenrcame, Kansas City 
v.-pres.: Josep F. Finketstein, Brooklyn 
v.-pres.: Witttam H. Rosenreip, Cleveland 
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A. Greenberger, Canton; Harry Greenfield, Brook- 
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lander, Washington; A. G. Jerry Isenberg, Los An- 
veles: Melbourne L. Leavitt, Los Angeles; Lewis B. 
Lefkowitz, Dallas; Mort L. Levy, Toronto; Fred 
Meyer, Chicago: Edward Miller, Denver; Edwin J. 
Oppenheim, Harrisburg; David L. Perlman, Balti- 

re; Milton Perlman, Chicago; Melvin W. Peyser, 
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Arthur H. Rice, Detroit; Allen L. 
Phoenix: Henry S. Scherer, Hartford; Dr. Daniel 
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Vinneapolis; Hirsh Sharf, Boston; Sam Silverman, 
Cincinnati: Harry L. Steiner, Seattle; A. J. Ur- 
bansky, Oklahoma City; Jack Weiller, Glencoe; 
Harry M. Weinberger, Brooklyn; Henry E. Wolff, 
Viami; Mitchell G. Zindler, Houston. 

Honorary: Roger W. Straus, New York, Hon. 
pres., NFTB: S. Herbert Kaufman, Harrisburg, 
non. pres., JCS; Rabbi George Zepin, Cincinnati, 
Hon, secretary: Leon L. Berkowitz, Philadelphia; 
Max E. Berkowitz, Mt. Vernon; Jesse Cohen, Brook- 
lyn: Allen V. de Ford, Washington; Hon. Samuel 
B. Finkel, New York; Charles Friedman, New Ro- 

j Maurice Jacobs, Philadelphia; Charles P. 
Kramer, New York; James L. Magrish, Cincinnati; 
Albert F. Mecklenburger, Glencoe; Julien W. New- 

n, Brooklyn; Charles Reizenstein, Pittsburgh; 
Harold Strauss, Washington; Ferdinand T. Weil, 


Rosenberg, 


Pittsburgh. 
ex-orricio: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Neu 
York; Dr. Samuel S. Hollender, Chicago 


Sytvan Lrnow, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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Hyman Kanter, COMPTROLLER 
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250th Brotherhood 
Joins NFTB 


\ miLcestoNne in NFTB history was 
reached April 21 with the affiliation of 
its 250th brotherhood. the Men’s Club 
of the Levittown, L.I. Reform Temple. 
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Impressions of a Recent Tour 


by SYLVAN LEBOW 


Executive Director, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


I tert New York February 25 on a 
five-week tour of our brotherhoods in 
New England, Canada and the Mid- 
west. My purpose was to bring NFTB 
services to our clubs at the grass roots, 
and to test receptivity of new services 
we plan for next season. 

It was a strenuous trip; I contacted 
fifty clubs. There is no substitute for 
field work. There is nothing better 
than meeting with men’s clubs in their 
own temples to develop mutual under- 
standing of our national and _ local 
problems. 

I found many of our clubs flourish- 
ing in service, with useful and well- 
attended programs and projects. I 
found others needing technical guid- 
ance, enthusiasm and leadership. I 
found all of them united in their de- 
sire to improve themselves. 

All over the country I found our 
brotherhoods developing temple lead- 
ers—men of devotion and service. It is 
upon such leaders that our brother- 
hood and temple organizations depend 
for their strength and growth. We 
need more men like them. 

This year of transition, in which we 
moved our national headquarters from 
Cincinnati to New York, has been a 
year of growth. We added nineteen new 
clubs to our roster, now totalling 251. 

It also has been a year of reevalua- 
tion. At our Biennial Convention it 
was generally agreed that the first ob- 
jective of the brotherhood is religious. 
We are an arm of the temple. Service 
to the temple is our motivating force. 
Our second objective is social, and 
our third, cultural. 

We are working now to place into 
the hands of our men’s clubs for next 
season a Religious Emphasis Kit of 
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ideas and materials to stimulate at- 
tendance at temple services and 
strengthen participation in temple life 
locally. At workshops on tour, our 
brotherhood leaders told me that if 
NFTB would give them such a pack- 
age. they would see that it was used 
locally. This important matter is now 
in the hands of NFTB’s Religious 
Emphasis Committee, of which Wil- 
liam H. Rosenfeld, of Cleveland, is 
chairman, and Maurice Bucove. of 
Knoxville, vice-chairman. It will be 
resolved at the national board meeting 
in New Orleans, May 11-13. 


Some highspots of my tour: 


BINGHAMTON: Organized new broth- 
erhood here, under leadership of Herbert 
Rabbi Murray Blackman. 
Temple Concord recently purchased fine 
old mansion on three-acre estate. The 
brotherhood should be a strong force in 
development of this new congregation. 


BOSTON: Federation of Boston area 
brotherhoods was discussed, with ten 
men’s clubs represented, headed by 
NFTB board members Harry Greenfield 
and Hirsh Sharf. A ten-point program of 
. Found record 


Davis and 


service was outlined . 
enrollment of sixty in Rabbi Beryl 
Cohon’s popular JCS resident lectureship 
at Tufts College 
hood at Newton, Mass. has had a_phe- 
nomenal growth: little over a year old, 
it has 379 members. 


MONTREAL: Active brotherhood here 
has good leadership and big potential for 
growth. Addressed annual laymen’s serv 
ice, Sunday Coffee Club and luncheon 
meeting of officers at Secretary Irv Gerts- 
man’s, and played “The Skeptics Diary” 
at dinner party for board members and 
wives at Sam Paperman’s. President Joe 
Cooper, Nathan Bing, Hershell Lewis. 
Francis Beck and Rabbi Harry Stern 
helped arrange a busy schedule. 


Our new brother- 
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Impressions of a Recent Tour (contd.) 


TORONTO: NFTB program was en- 
thusiastically received at open and board 
meetings of Holy Blossom Temple Broth- 
erhood. An expanded program of JCS 
service in Canada was planned with 
President Elliott Marrus and = Rabbi 
Abraham Feinberg Also conferred 
in Toronto with Rabbi Bernard Baskin, 
of nearby Hamilton, on reactivation of 
our brotherhood there; UAHC 
member Laurie Simonsky and 
board member Mort Levy assisted. 


board 


NFTB 


CHICAGO: Local brotherhood organi- 
zation was strengthened at a leadership 
workshop by a decision to channel NFTB 
services to the eighteen affiliated Chicago 
area men’s clubs through the four NFTB 
directors: Paul Leffmann, Fred Meyer, 
Milton Perlman and Jack Weiller. 


ST. LOUIS: St. Louis federation of our 
four brotherhoods is already at work on 
plans for the next NFTB Biennial Con- 
vention, to be held at the Jefferson Hotel 
in St. Louis November 8-10, 1953. 


CINCINNATI: Held annual JCS in- 
doctrination meeting for senior class of 
Hebrew Union College. Largest class in 
HUC history keenly interested in our 
work. Recently conducted similar session 
for senior class of Jewish Institute of 
Religion in New York Addressed 
Rockdale Men’s Club meeting, and met 
with Wise Brotherhood — officers and 
NETB board members Sam Shuchter and 


Sam Silverman. 


GRAND RAPIDS: 


heing done here: 


Remarkable job 
169-family congrega- 
tion building new $600,000 temple. Broth- 
erhood has much to work for. 


DETROIT: Beth El Men’s Club went 
over its JCS quota this year; Joe Kukes 
is doing a terrific job as chairman : 
lemple Israel Men’s Club, led by Harry 
Pliskow, had a membership increase of 
100 this year... Bernard Werbe is head- 
ing efforts to form a men’s club in the 
new Suburban Congregation. 


AKRON: Enthusiasm was generated for 
a Midwest Brotherhood regional conven- 
tion here next winter. A $400,000 temple 
rebuilding project will be completed 
then. Then watch this men’s club, headed 


by Nelson Sherman, grow. 


TOLEDO: Gave chart talk on NFTB 
services to men’s club board of Colling- 
wood Avenue Temple. Hope this fine 
brotherhood, headed by Dr. Robert Zim- 
merman, will affiliate soon with NFTB, 
and add their strength to ours in advane- 
ing Reform Judaism. Congratulations to 
Rabbi Leon Feuer on completion of the 
temple’s $250,000 expansion project. 


e 


Roger W. Straus 


PAvepditten Euitecome dh Semmie CBrathccrenie 





MAN-OF-THE-YEAR Award of NFTB’s Metropolitan Conference was pre- 
sented April 13 to Roger W. Straus of New York, honorary NFTB president, 
at the annual Passover Rally in Central Synagogue. At the left is Joseph F. 
Finkelstein, Brooklyn, Conference president; at the right, Irwin M. Flaster, 


Newark, rally chairman. 





OFFICERS OF NFTB WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCE, shown 
at workshop at Rodef Shalom Temple, Pittsburgh, March 23, left to right: 
Dr. Milton Farkas, McKeesport, treasurer; Dr. Samuel Friedlander, Greens- 


burg; Louis Rosen, Sinai, recording secretary; Silas 


Adelsheim, Rodef 


Shalom, chairman; Nathan Katzen, Sinai, vice-chairman; Al Stern, South 


Hills, and Burton L. Hirsh, Sinai. 





PITTSBURGH : NFTB board member 
Silas Adelsheim led a successful work- 
shop of the newly formed Western 
Pennsylvania Conference of the NFTB, 
comprising our three Pittsburgh men’s 
clubs and those in nearby McKeesport 
Rabbis and officers of 
every group participated in a wholesome 


and Greensburg. 


discussion of brotherhood objectives and 
program, 
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CLEVELAND: Meetings with Euclid 
Avenue Temple Men’s Club and its board 
produced ideas for an improved program 
for next season. A 
brought in nearly 100 new members this 
year... Also met with the brotherhood 
at Temple Emanu-El, which is working 
.. There is a 


membership drive 


hard for a new building . 
tremendous potential for expanded broth- 
erhood service in Cleveland, 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society 








Rabbi Klausner Reports 
on a Maine JCS Visit 


Tue City of Houlton is tucked away 
in the eastern corner of Maine. When 
I arrived there on February 21, the 
city was hidden in thirty inches of 
snow. I was on my way to Ricker 
College to address the student body 
and to spend the day with faculty and 
students to discuss Jewish history, 
philosophy, and tradition. My sched- 
ule read: meeting with student body 
at 10:40 a.m. My clock said 11:00 
aA.M.—and the train was still strug- 
gling towards Houlton. Having trav- 
eled much, I have learned it serves 
little purpose to try to push a train 
or to move the hands of a clock. 

When the train pulled into the sta- 
tion at Houlton, some four hours late, 
Dr. Jasper F. Crouse, the president of 
Ricker College, and his wife were 
waiting. I stepped off the train and 
into the car which found its way 
through the snowdrifts, and in a few 
minutes drew up to the gymnasium of 
Ricker College. The student body was 
assembled and waiting. In a moment 
I was on the stage, introduced and 
off on a discussion of “The Function of 
Religion in Modern Life.” For the 
occasion, the high school students of 
Houlton were invited to join with the 
students of the college. 

I should pause in this account to 
note that my trip to Ricker College 
was part of the Chautauqua program, 
sponsored by the National Federation 
of Temple Brotherhoods, a program 
which brings the rabbi to the college 
campuses in order that Judaism and 
the Jewish way of life may become 
known to the students. 

My schedule for the day was a 
hurried one. Immediately following 
the address to the student body I was 
rushed to lunch with the Executive 
Committee of the College. On my way 
the Reverend Mr. Cotton of the 
Episcopal church introduced himself 
and told me that there was an elderly 
woman by the name of Mrs. Adler, 
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RABBI JEROME R. 





MALINO, Danb 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 





ury, Conn., JCS representative at 


Colgate University, Hamilton, N. Y., February 17-19, is shown here leading 
a discussion on Judaism with a group of students at the college. 





one of the few Jewish citizens in Houl- 
ton, at the local hospital. If I could 
find time, he suggested, she would be 
happy to see me, and I did. 

Following lunch I was invited to 
lecture to the students at the Depart- 
ment of Psychology. A number of the 
members of the faculty were in attend- 
ance. The sessions were tremendously 
interesting. We discussed personality 
expectancy and I attempted to indi- 
cate how religious tradition plays a 
very important part in the patterns of 
our expectancy. To be a Jew requires 
more than subscription to a faith. It 
requires that we fulfill the require- 
ments of history and tradition. 

Then we were off to the library 
where the students met with the rabbi. 
A coffee session with the officers 
and deans of the schools followed. 
Prior to my departure from Houlton 
I stopped to take my leave of the 
president and his advisers and to re- 
ceive their words of appreciation for 
my visit to them. 

My plan to return by plane was 
riddled when the air field reported 
that all planes had been cancelled. I 
now had the job of trying to obtain a 
reservation on the afternoon train. 


When I called the station and asked 
for a reservation, I was told that 
nothing was available. Then a voice 
said, “Is this the rabbi?” The station 
master went on to tell me that he had 
been at the college that morning and 
delighted in listening to the discus- 
sion. He would do what he could. I 
slept that night in Upper 3. 
RABBI ABRAHAM J. KLAUSNER 
in Temple Israel Bulletin, Boston 


Jane Evans Represents 


JCS at Bucknell 


One of the rare requests for a woman 
Chautauqua speaker came this year from 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa. 

JCS sent Miss Jane Evans, executive 
director of the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods. College ofh- 
cials called the selection “ a very for- 
tunate one,” and were “enthusiastic 
about her contributions.” 

Theme of the program was an ex- 
pression by laymen of religious faith 
in action. Miss Evans shared the plat- 
form with Congressman Brook Hays, 
of Arkansas, and Editor Charles 
Wells, of New York. 


MAY, 1952, BROTHERHOOD SECTION i 
e 














na -_ 

















Cecile Keschner affixes latest name to 


JCS Life Member Plaque. 


Inside NF TB 


Here is the NFTB-JCS staff at work in its new 


headquarters in the House of Living Judaism. 















Above: Frances 
Turner, left, and 
Miriam Wolfe 
show NFTB 
materials to 
visiting brother- 
hood leader. 


Below: 
Sylvan Lebow, 
executive di- 
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rector, talks to 


¥ 


one of his Above: Ruth Branner, left, checks Justin Rothman, assistant ex- Above: Barbara Braunstein gets multi- 
board membership stencil with Gerda Bres- ecutive director, plows into lithed NFTB Service Letter from Abe 
members. nitz. day's heavy mail. Sholachman. 


Below: 
Sylvia Seligman selects volume from NFTB-JCS library. 
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JCS Quota Clubs 


THIRTEEN more brotherhoods reached 
their 1951-52 JCS quotas last month. 
Following are names of clubs and 
their JCS chairmen: Temple Israel 
Men’s Club, New York City, Charles 
Levine: Temple Adath Israel Men’s 
Club, Louisville. Charles V. Lorch; 
Temple Beth El Men’s Club, Detroit, 
Joseph Kukes; Temple B'nai Jeshurun 
Brotherhood, Des Moines, Albert Berk- 
owitz; Temple Rodeph Shalom Men’s 
Club. Philadelphia, Clarence Caspary; 
Temple Israel Brotherhood, St. Louis, 
Joseph J. Yawitz, Jr.; Temple Emanu- 
El Men’s Club, New York City, Melvin 
W. Peyser: Temple Israel Men’s Club, 
Davton, Chester EF. Finn; Temple 
Isaiah Brotherhood, Culver City, Calif., 
Sidney Margolis: Beth Sholom-Peo- 
ples Temple Men’s Club, Brooklyn, 
Henry Israel; Temple Beth Hillel 
Brotherhood, Los Angeles, Dr. Sam- 
uel Wick; South Street Temple Men’s 
Club, Lincoln, Neb., Stanley H. Sands; 
Temple Israel Brotherhood, Holly- 
wood, Milton N. Sherman. 


City Club % of Quota 


New York West End 212 
New York Temple Israel] 132 
Kansas City, Mo. B'nai Jehudah 122 
Louisville Adath Israel 120 
Detroit Beth El 118 
Davenport Emanuel 116 
Des Moines B'nai Jeshurun 116 
Greensboro Emanuel 114 
Spokane Temple Men’s Club 111 
Philadelphia Rodeph Shalom 110 
St. Louis Israel 109 
New York Emanu-E] 105 
Dayton Israel 105 
Culver City, Cal. Isaiah 102 
Brooklyn, N. Y. BethSholom-Peoples 102 
Los Angeles Beth Hillel 101 
Lincoln South Street 101 
Hollywood, Cal. Israel 100 














SALUTE TO NEW YORK TIMES on 


Stern, chairman of the evening. 


its 100th anniversary was given by 
Temple Ohabei Shalom Brotherhood, Brookline, Mass., at its 11th annual 
dinner for the Nieman journalism fellows at Harvard University. Left to 
right, seated, are Louis M. Lyons, curator of the Nieman Foundation; 
William H. Lawrence, Washington correspondent of The Times, who spoke; 
Stanley S. Lewenberg, brotherhood president; standing, Lt. Commander 
John M. Joseph, Coast Guard hero; Rabbi Dudley Weinberg, and Meyer 





He Remembered! 


On Aprit 12, 1952, The New York 
Times reported the story of the unique 
will of Arthur Strauss, of Chicago, who 
emigrated to this country from Ger- 
many at the age of fourteen and be- 
came a successful insurance man. 

When he died in 1946, Mr. Strauss 
provided a trust fund for his aged 
mother, and stipulated that upon her 
death. $5.000 of this sum was to be 
paid to the Treasury of the United 
States. “in recognition of the benefits 
bestowed upon me and the members of 
my family since the time of their entry 
into this country. and in appreciation 
of the opportunities made available to 
them.” 

The mother died recently and the 
$5.000 payment was made by the trus- 


tee of the will to the U. S. Treasury. 











POPULAR RABBI—At the end of his week at the Methodist Training 


Center, Jumonville, Pa., students asked Rabbi Burton E. 


Levinson of 


Temple Sinai, Pittsburgh, for his autograph. This was one of 100 JCS assign- 
ments to Christian youth camps throughout the country last summer. 
A similar program is planned for this summer. 
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Mr. Strauss was a member of the 
Board of the National Federation ot 
Temple Brotherhoods and was the first 
chairman of the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society after it came under the direc- 
tion of the NFTB. 


Jerome W. Sinsheimer 


Joseph H. Kukes 
Appointed to 
NFTB Board 


JosepH H. Kukes. JCS chairman of 
Temple Beth El Men’s Club. Detroit. 
has been given an interim appoint- 
ment to the NFTB Executive Board 
by President Harold W. Dubinsky. to 
fill a vacancy created by the resig- 
nation of Arthur H. Rice. Mr. Kukes 
is president of the Michigan Screw 
Products Co. 


Welcome, New Affiliates 
Here are the latest clubs to join the 
NFTB: 

Binghamton, N. Y., TEMPLE CON- 
CORD BROTHERHOOD; President, 
Herbert Davis. 

Port Washington, N. Y., commu- 
NITY TEMPLE MEN’S CLUB; Pres., 
Saul Scherer. 

Levittown, N. Y., MEN’S CLUB OF THE 
LEVITTOWN REFORM TEMPLE; 
President, Allan Scheininger. 

Jamestown, N.Y., MEN’S CLUB O1 
TEMPLE HESED ABRAHAM; Presi- 
dent, Samuel Siegel. 
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Reports of LOCAL Brotherhood Activities 


LOUISVILLE: Temple Adath Israel bul- 
letin gave a special bouquet to JCS chair- 
man Charles V. Lorch for exceeding the 
brotherhood’s quota. 


BROOKLYN: Through membership in 
TemeLe AHAVATH SHOLOM MEN’s CLub, 
it is possible to get group hospitalization. 


LAWRENCE, L. I.: Sylvan Lebow, NF- 
TB executive director, addressed TEMPLE 
IsraeL Men’s Crus April 7. Grant Warner, 
hypnotist, entertained. 


SAVANNAH: Mickve IsraeL Brotuer- 
Hood collected 650 pounds of children’s 
clothing for shipment to Korea . .. The 
brotherhood was host to children of the 
religious school at a Seder supper. 


NEWARK: The Center Symphony Or- 
at the Annual 
Music Festival of the Tempe Bal 
JesHURUN Men’s CLus April 22... 
Irwin M. Flaster, NFTB board member, 
accepted the JCS chairmanship of the 
Metropolitan Conference. 


chestra was presented 


SAN ANTONIO: Tempite Betu EL 
BROTHERHOOD received a USO-J WB cita- 
tion for its 1951 participation in the 


Armed Services program. 


NEW ROCHELLE: TemMPLeE — IsRAEI 
held its annual dinner- 
March 29. The club’s 
Cadillac _ rafile, 


BROTHERHOOD 
dance and show 
fund-raising project, a 
netted $6,000. 


LAWRENCE, MASS. : Tempie EMANUEI 
BroTHeRHOOD held its first Chautauqua 
meeting March 17. The Rev. E. Palmer 
Clarke, Unitarian minister, who is en- 
rolled in the JCS resident lectureship at 
Tufts College, and Justin Rothman, 
NFTB assistant executive director, spoke. 
The choral group of Brookline Temple 
Ouapet SHALOM MeEn’s Cius entertained. 


ATLANTIC CITY: Bern Isract Brotu- 


ERHOOD was host at an intra-faith night 


April 1, with men’s club members of the 
other synagogues in Atlantic City as 
vuests, 

ERIE: Ansue Hesep Tempie Broruer- 


Hoop honored Lewis T. Briggs, Erie civic 
leader, with this year’s Rabbi Max C. 
Currick distinguished com- 
munity service. 


award for 


NEW YORK CITY: Mr. Neron Tem- 
PLE Men’s Cius conducted Sabbath serv- 
ices during Brotherhood Week, Speakers 


were Canada Lee, Deputy Police Com- 
missioner William L. Rowe, and Police 
Chaplain Caleb Moore. A musical program 
was presented by the Police Glee Club 
and the Mariners Quartet. 


BRIDGEPORT, CONN. :Tempce B’Nal 
ISRAEL BROTHERHOOD conducted Sabbath 
services April 18. Louis J. Weber, treas- 
urer of the Metropolitan 
NETB, delivered the sermon. 


Conference, 


FLUSHING-BAYSIDE: Tempte Beru 
SuoLtom Men’s CLus underwrote costs of 
training for five religious school teachers 
at the UAHC course at the Jewish Insti- 
tute of Religion ... The club presented 
the Megillah to the religious school for 
Purim. 


NEW ORLEANS: Gates or PRAYER 
Men’s Ciup’s father-son event April 8 
was a “baseball supper,” with ball play- 
ers and sports writers present. 


HOBOKEN: Irwin M. Flaster, Newark 
NEFTB board member, gave the sermon 
at Tempte Apas Emuno BrorHerHoop 
Sabbath March 21... On April 24 the 
club heard a discussion of Chautauqua 
by Harry M. Weinberger, another re- 
cently elected NFTB board member. 


PHOENIX: Melbourne L. Leavitt, Los 
Angeles, NF TB board member, was guest 
speaker at the Second Annual Chautau- 
qua Night of the Bern IsraeL MeEn’s 
Cius April 16, In February, Supreme 
Court Justice Udall keynoted a brother- 
hood forum on interfaith relations. 





ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. L.: 
Finkelstein, NFTB 
president of the Metropolitan Conference, 
discussed brotherhood aims at the April 
15 meeting of CENTRAL SyNAGOGUE 
Men’s Cus. 


Jos. F. 


vice-president and 


MILWAUKEE; Harold W. Dubinsky. 
NFTB president, was guest speaker at 
the May 21 meeting of the Tempte 
Emanu-Et B’neé JesHurun Men’s Civn. 


BALTIMORE: Har Sinar Temput 
BroTHERHOOD has invited Jesse Cohen, 
past president of NFTB, to install its 
new officers May 27... Euraw Pract 
TempLe BrotTHeRHoop heard Sylvan Le- 
bow. NFTB executive director at its stag 
breakfast meeting April 20. 


WASHINGTON: Wasuincton Hepsrew 
CONGREGATION BROTHERHOOD’S = annual 
good will event was held April 22 at the 
Woodmont Country Club. 


WORCESTER: Tue Tempte EmManvet 
BrotHERHOOD formally presented a $235,- 
000 pipe organ it has purchased for the 
temple at a laymen’s service on April 25. 
Justin D. Rothman, NFTB assistant exec- 
utive director, gave the sermonette. 


MINNEAPOLIS: Tempce Israet MeEn’s 
Cius will hear Harold W. Dubinsky, 
NFTB president, May 20. 


HOUSTON: Emanu-EL BrotHuernoop 
sponsored and paid for a Scout House on 
the temple grounds .. . When the March 
speaker disappointed the club at the last 
minute, Glenn McCarthy, Shamrock Hotel 
owner, helped them get a_ substitute 
none other than Dorothy Lamour. 


COLUMBUS: Temp te Isract Broruenr- 
HOOD sponsérs a weekly Jewish history 


class. 





WEEK-END RETREAT—Thirty-eight 


week-end retreat with their rabbi in the Pocono Hills. 


members of Sharey Tefilo Men’s 
Club, East Orange, N. J., launched the 1951-52 brotherhood year with a 


A companionable 


week-end of Sabbath observance, religious study, athletics and relaxation 
epitomized for these men the true essence of temple brotherhood. 
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Book Reviews 

(Continued from page 12) 
For a realistic evaluation, the reader 
now has an excellent guide in Hal 
Lehrman’s sober journalistic appraisal 
of these first years of Jewish State- 
hood. It is probably the most compact 
and thorough analysis in a veritable 
forest of volumes inspired by Israel’s 
rebirth. 

In addition to the primary virtues of 
sympathetic objectivity and unflinch- 
ing critical commentary, Lehrman has 
depicted in clear, concise, coldly-fac- 
tual bold strokes, the two major con- 
flicts of Israel’s brief political career. 
The first is the “unnatural alliance 
between the Torah and Karl Marx,” 
forged by Premier Ben Gurion in 
order to establish a working parlia- 
mentary majority as the basis of a 
government. The second major con- 
flict is to be found in the economic 
arena between the idealistic left-wing 
adherents of the cooperative system 
and the proponents of free-enterprise 
capitalism. 

Insofar as Lehrman’s volume treats 
modern Israel as a political and eco- 
nomic entity, it is excellent. But I 
think it is somewhat presumptuous to 
predict Israel’s tomorrow on the basis 
of four very turbulent years. Besides, 
any glimpse of the future would have 
to be predicated on a companion vol- 
ume that would survey the deeper cul- 
tural and spiritual beginnings with 
some very basic questions in mind: Is 
there evidence of a spiritual renais- 
sance? Does the present policy bode 
well as the prelude of the prophetic 
promise? Lehrman has rendered a 
very necessary and useful service with 
his impartial analysis of “the begin- 
ning” of Israel; but we shall have to 
wait for more mature development be- 
fore we can dare to prophesy tomor- 
row. 

LEON KRONISH 


Changing the Attitude of Christian 
toward Jew by Henry Enoch Ka- 
gan, Columbia University Press, 


New York. 155 pp. $2.75. 


This book is a model of scientific 
method. It is serviceable not only as 
a guide in the battle against anti- 
Semitism but also as an example of 
incisive thought. 

The author describes certain experi- 
ments in the strategy of allaying anti- 
Jewish prejudice. These experiments 


24 


were conducted with various groups 
of Christian students to whom, under 
Methodist and under Episcopalian aus- 
pices, the author, a rabbi, imparted 
instruction in the Bible during the 
summers of 1946 and 1947. Informing 
the students about Jewish ideals and 
about the contributions of Judaism to 
Christianity had no effect in altering 
student attitudes. Highly effective, by 
contrast, were group discussions in 
which anti-Jewish prejudice was spe- 
cifically considered — sometimes even 
voiced by the students—and the needed 
refutations invoked. Similarly effective 
were private personal interviews in 
which anti-Jewish prejudice would be 
the explicit topic. The group treat- 
ment, however, yielded the more last- 
ing results. Ingeniously devised ques- 
tionnaires were among the tests em- 
ployed. 

The book is an intellectual delight. 
Several pages, it is true, quote remarks 
of students or written statements by 
students in the crude vocabulary and 
careless diction of teen-age youngsters. 
But, where the author uses his own 
language, the reader gains the satis- 
faction not only of increased knowl- 
edge but also of perusing a worth 
while literary performance. 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 


Early American Jewry by Jacob 
Rader Marcus, Jewish Publication 
Society, Philadelphia. 301 pp. 
$3.50. 


Early American Jewry deals with Jew- 
ish life in New York, New England 
and Canada from 1649 to 1794. The 
author is professor of history at the 
Hebrew Union College and director of 
the American Jewish Archives. 

“We want to humanize our knowl- 
edge,” says Dr. Marcus, “to under- 
stand the average Jew, the small 
shopkeeper, if you will, in his every- 
day life.” How was this to be done? 
Through the study of letters and peti- 
tions written by Jews during the early 
American period. Dr. Marcus has pub- 
lished seventy documents from that 
era which bring the age into focus. 

Added to the letters is the author’s 
own illuminating account which fills 
in significant details in the careers of 
those who figured in the correspond- 
ence. One of the earliest letters, dated 
1691, registers the complaint of Joseph 
Isacks, a Jewish soldier in the war 
against France, which he addressed to 
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his commanding officer. In 1743 Abi- 
gail Franks of New York wrote her 
son Napthali in London of her misery 
over her daughter’s marriage to a 
scion of the distinguished DeLancey 
family. 

The richest collection that Marcus 
used consisted of the many Newport 
letters which have survived, particu- 
larly those of the merchant prince, 
Aaron Lopez. Of course all the avail- 
able sources could not be incorpo- 
rated in the book, and this reviewer 
looked in vain for the letters of Moses 
Seixes which vividly described the des- 
olation on the departure of the French 
from Newport, as well as the very 
human account of Mrs. Lopez’s diffi- 
culties in keeping kosher when “in 
exile” in Leicester, Massachusetts. 

In presenting the large section which 
deals with the Jews in Quebec after 
the arrival of the British, Dr. Marcus 
made use of a wealth of hitherto un- 
known letters which he uncovered in 
the public archives of Ottawa. For the 
first time we are able to see in three 
dimensions such families as the Ja- 
cobs’, Myers’ and Hart’s. 

Welcome, too, is the treatment of 
Chapman Abraham, an Indian trader, 
over a century ago described by Fran- 
cis Parkman in “The Conspiracy of 
Pontiac,” without reference to Chap- 
man’s Jewish origin. 

We suggest that in the concluding 
volume in which the author will de- 
scribe the experiences of early Jewish 
settlers in the middle-western and 
southern colonies, he provide more ex- 
tensive footnotes so that students may 
readily trace the sources used. 

ABRAM VOSSEN GOODMAN 


The Sabbath:Its Meaning for Mod- 
ern Man by A. J. Heschel, Farrar, 
Straus and Young, Inc., New 
York. 118 pp. $2.75. 


Dr. Heschel produces organ-toned 
thapsodies that combine the word 
rhythms of a poet with the vision of 
a philosopher and the idealism of a 
theologian. This was abundantly dem- 
onstrated in his psalm-like Man /s Not 
Alone, and is now reemphasized in 
this book dealing with the Sabbath. 

The author lays bare the deepest 
core and essence of the Sabbath, and 
invests it with an aura of eternity. He 
develops the thesis that “technical civ- 
ilization” is at best a triumph over the 
dimension of space, while the Sabbath 
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represents a victory over time, and thus 
becomes a fountain to quench man’s 
thirst for eternal treasures. Mundane 
achievements that grow out of space- 
mindedness are shallow and ephem- 
eral, but the Sabbath is a reality in 
everlasting time. 

Dr. Heschel’s book is a brilliant and 
incisive analysis of the Sabbath. The 
wood engravings by Ilya Schor add to 
the beauty of a volume which pours 
forth a cascade of spiritual beauty. 

ALEXANDER ALAN STEINBACH 


The Power of Faith by Louis Bin- 
stock, Prentice-Hall, Inc., New 
York. 240 pp. $3.95. 


Dr. Louis Binstock is rabbi of the great 
metropolitan congregation, Temple 
Sholom, of Chicago, where his minis- 
try has brought him in daily touch 
with vast numbers of people of varied 
racial and religious backgrounds. In- 
creasingly he has become aware, as 
have most of his colleagues, of a grow- 
ing insecurity and instability in the 
people he encounters. This spiritual 
“malaise” he attributes to the failure 
of most men to recognize the tremen- 
dous potential in their native faith. 
Differentiating between such “na- 
tural” faith and its expression in for- 
malized religion, Dr. Binstock has 
offered, in an immensely readable vol- 
ume The Power of Faith, a genuinely 
persuasive and at all times provoca- 
tive analysis of what faith can mean. 
Tracing its positive effects as the “plus 
factor” in the human being, he indi- 
cates how it can overcome fear, failure, 
fatalism, fiction and fashion. He links 
its potentialities to all domains of life 
—body, mind, spirit and ideals. He 
reveals its transforming power in one’s 
job, family, community, religion and 
world. He shows its supreme fulfill- 
ment in one’s belief in immortality. 
Dr. Binstock writes with ingratiat- 
ing humor and telling illustrations. 
Occasionally the pulpiteer overshadows 
the essayist. There is a too frequent 
infatuation with alliteration and other 
homiletical devices. One might wish, 
too, for a deeper grounding of both 
his thesis and his illustrations in Jew- 
ish sources. Yet undoubtedly here is a 
work that can serve a highly laudable 
purpose. It is seasoned with just 
enough wit to make it popular among 
a wide audience of Jews and Chris- 
tians alike, who will be genuinely 
heartened and enriched by it. 
ABRAHAM D. SHAW 
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Readers’ Forum 
(Continued from page 2) 


departure came from Bombay where a 
small group had carried on their Sabbath 
and festival services, religious school, 
youth group and discussion meetings with- 
out the help of a rabbinical leader. In 
1951, the year of their 25th anniversary, 
they felt that they urgently needed a 
rabbi for their Holyday services. 

Dr. Heller was greeted by the small 
Jewish community in Bombay with the 
greatest enthusiasm. In addition to con- 
ducting the Holyday services, he gave 
many lectures. He was also able to 
organize an Adult Study Group which 
bears his name, to establish a Jewish 
Library and to modernize the curriculum 
of the Ely Kadoorie School. 

In Israel, Dr. Heller discussed Progres- 
sive Judaism with Rabbi Philipp in Jeru- 
salem and Dr. Rosenberg in Tel Aviv, 
but unfortunately he did not have time 
to meet Dr. Elk in Haifa. He was much 
impressed with the devotion of these men 
to their noble undertaking. 

We thank God that Rabbi Heller was 
enabled to accomplish this mission so 
successfully, and we trust that future 
emissaries of equal ability may be avail- 
able soon to carry out other world tours 
and fan the sparks kindled by Dr. Heller 
who has so fully earned our sincere grati- 
tude. These sparks must not be allowed 
to die down. 

Lily H. Montagu. Hon. Sec. 

World Union for Progressive Judaism, 

London 


**“A Friend from Home”’ 
To the Editor: 

Last week the package containing ten 
copies of AMERICAN JUDAISM arrived 
while our ship was enjoying a ten-day 
rest in Japan from the travail and anxiety 
of the forward area. It was like greeting 
an old friend from home. I will have 
distributed all of them by next Sunday. 
The hours spent reading the magazine 
can be chalked up as pure enjoyment. 

LTJG William J. Jasper DC USN 
Aboard USS Antietam 
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Religion and Science 
(Continued from page 5) 


tain related quantities in the realm of 
the atom. Accuracy in one direction is 
achieved only at the expense of accu- 
racy in another. This fact. first pointed 
out by Dr. Werner Heisenberg is now 
known as the Heisenberg principle of 
uncertainty. 

As a result of Heisenberg uncer- 
tainty, physics has abandoned the old 
notion of an unbreakable chain of 
cause and effect. In its place we have 
today a statistical theory of probabili- 
ties. Cause and effect seem to work 
always in some cases only because the 
probability of a certain event is a hun- 
dred billion or more to one. 

Dr. Neils Bohr extended this un- 
certainty principle into what he calls 
the theory of complementarity. Ac- 
cording to this we can never hope to 
achieve a complete and unified pic- 
ture of the universe. We can only 
grasp segments of it. 

One set of experiments, he believes. 
will forever show light to consist of 
waves. The other will always indicate 
that light consists of photons. Nature 


gives the answer which the nature of 
the experiment requires. 

While in Europe last summer, I had 
several conversations with Dr. Bohr at 
the Institute for Theoretical Physics in 
Copenhagen. He told me that he is 
now working to extend his theory into 
the realm of biology and psychology 

He believes that it is meaningless to 
argue the questions of mechanism vs. 
vitalism or determinism vs. free will. 
One set of considerations will forever 
give one answer, the other set another 
answer. 

But whether the future development 
of scientific theory supports Bohr or 
not, the fact is that the present pic- 
ture of science contains ample room 
for a liberal and enlightened religious 
viewpoint. 

We can repeat the declaration ot 
the ancient Psalmist, who exclaimed: 
“The heavens declare the glory ol 
God and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork.” 

Revelation did not stop with the 
Biblical prophets. It continues today 
in the work of scholars and scientists. 
The Palomar Observatory is also a 
temple of God. 














SHE DOES THIS - - - She GERMPROOFS 
telephones! She polishes and sterilizes them 
using an exclusive antiseptic—which leaves 
an odorless, invisible film—keeping phones 
bacteria-free for eight days (Laboratory 
Tests). 


SHE’S IMPORTANT. . . to yours and your 
employees’ health! Her service helps pre- 
vent spread of colds, sore throats, TB skin 
and virus infections. It's been proved 
Hygienic Phone Service has reduced absen- 
teeism! Thousands of companies have found 
this weekly service inexpensive and prof- 
itable. You will too! 
Phone or write 


for a representative to call. 


HYGIENIC 


PHONE SERVICE, Inc. 
a Bast 43rd St, N. Y. 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1035 


Offices and Service in Principal Cities 





Oniongrams 


Your message for all occasions to 
strengthen and foster JUDAISM. 


YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND LOVED ONES 
BENEFIT WHEN YOU BUY UNIONGRAMS 


PROFIT accrues to NFTS Scholarships and 
Religious Education Fund for 


DORMITORY ASSISTANCE SCHOLARSHIPS 
for eligible students in need of such aid on 
the Cincinnati campus of the HEBREW UNION 
COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITU” E OF RELIGION, 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL WORK of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions including its Department of Youth 
Activities. 


SPECIAL PROJECTS within the scope ol 


religious education—as approved by the 


NFTS Executive Board. 
A book of 4 Uniongrams 
with envelopes, $1.00 


Available from the Uniongram 
Chairman or President 
of your local unit 


or from the 
National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 
838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 


UNIONGRAMS 
enrich your Religious Heritage 
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What to Do about Intermarriage? 


Rabbi Israel Bettan 

is not forbidden to perform the rite if 
his conscience permits him to do so. 
And, indeed, the stand which the Con- 
ference has taken is the only one we 
could in reason accept and defend. It 
surely answers the needs and purposes 
of a liberal rabbinate. Yet we cannot 
say that it brings us any nearer to a 
solution of the problem. For when the 
lovers in question are on the way to 
the license bureau, it is as useless to 
try to discourage them as it is unneces- 
sary to proffer them any encourage- 
ment. Even the refusal of the rabbi to 
unite them in marriage in conformity 
with the faith of Israel could do no 
more than direct their steps to the 
office of the magistrate, where they 
would be sure to receive a warm wel- 
come and be pronounced husband and 
wife. 

The plain truth is that Conference 
declarations are not meant to resolve 
grave difficulties; they are solely in- 
tended to indicate the best way in 
which such difficulties should be met. 
\s long as the religious education of 
our children is inadequate to instil in 
them a consciousness of their own sig- 
nificance and place in the world as 
Jews, and as long as the Jewish com- 
munity fails to provide for their young 
men and women a more satisfying so- 
cial and cultural life within their own 
group, so long will mixed marriages 
arise and continue to multiply. For 
mixed marriages cannot be barred 
from life by Conference resolution— 
they must be crowded out of life by 
stronger loyalties and more compel- 
ling attachments. 


Morton A. Seidenfeld 
to themselves but to the children yet 
to be born, who are willing to sub- 
scribe to a single credal doctrine so 
their home may not be a battle-ground 
for differences of opinion, the relative 
importance of each to the other may 
give at least as much hope for the 
future as might be anticipated when 
both are born in the same faith. 
There are few, if any, really sound 
studies regarding the adjustment of 
those who are partners in a mixed 
marriage as against the psychological 
adaptation of those who marry in their 
own faith. For the most part the back- 
ground, the normal sphere of social 
contact, and the many prejudices and 
predetermined factors tend to keep 
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individuals within the marital confines 
of their own group. When occasion- 
ally a mixed marriage does occur it 
is not necessarily bad in and of itself, 
but its chances of survival against all 
the environmental factors that militate 
against it are slight. 

Psycho-socially, the boy or girl con- 
templating such a marital venture 
would do well to seek and to heed the 
counseling of his rabbi and, when the 
rabbi recommends it, talk it over with 
a competent psychologist or psychia- 
trist who can explain the psycho-social 
facts of life. 


Thomas J. Tobias 

at synagogues, Hebrew classes, and 
the Jewish center movement with its 
social and cultural programs do much 
to inculcate a pride and knowledge of 
the Jewish heritage and its values. 
Through Friday night and holiday ob- 
servances, and parental attitudes and 
practices in the home, the living values 
of Judaism are demonstrated. 

A Jew positive in his beliefs is not 
immune to intermarriage but he is 
capable of attracting the participation 
of his selected mate in his religion. 
Since many rabbis today have aban- 
doned the narrow practice of seeking 
to discourage conversions, this solu- 
tion becomes increasingly possible to 
those who find themselves in love with 
a non-Jew. It has been repeatedly 
demonstrated that a liberal Christian 
can be comfortable and happy in Lib- 
eral Judaism. 

Never underestimate the strength of 
Judaism. The Jew who knows and 
takes pride in his religion is the chief 
bulwark against assimilation. Inter- 
marriage is nothing new to Jewish ex- 
perience from the time of the Biblical 
King David and his Moabite ancestry. 
Even against the appeal of the domi- 
nant religion, Judaism can be effective 
in securing converts in cases of inter- 
marriage. 

As one who has experienced success- 
ful intermarriage for the past eighteen 
years with a Christian who became a 
convert to Judaism, I know that this 
course can be a rich and happy one. 
My wife is active in all religious af- 
fairs. Our two children are secure and 
happy in their Jewish identity. 


Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner 
wife continue in their separate faiths 
even though they are of one heart. 
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Intermarriage, on the other hand. 
may be described as marriage where 
two people become of one faith be- 
cause they are of one heart. The non- 
Jew either becomes a Jew or the Jew 
converts and becomes a Christian. 

I cannot say that all cases of mixed 
marriage or intermarriage are likely 
to so suffer from stress and strain as 
to make happiness impossible. As a 
matter of fact, I know of many cases, 
particularly of intermarriage, that are 
quite the contrary. But it is foolhardy 
for young people to ignore the factors 
of religion, because nothing reaches 
so far down into the depths of the 
soul as religious differences. Super- 
ficially, they may be glossed over. but 
let a crisis arise and the suppressed 
factors emerge with the explosive 
power of suppression. 

Young people, therefore, should 
think twice before they enter into a 
mixed marriage. If, however, after giv- 
ing the matter their best thought and 
consulting with their respective minis- 
ters and others in whose opinion they 
have confidence, they come to the con- 
clusion that they must marry, then I 
strongly urge that they adopt one 
faith and build a home and a family 
that is religiously united, for a house- 
hold that is religiously divided cannot 
stand. 

Let me conclude with this word. 
Though I am tolerant of intermar- 
riage, I do not counsel it or encourage 
it for two reasons: first, I share the 
feeling that it adds another hurdle to 
the already many difficult hurdles con- 
fronting any marriage, and second, as 
a Jew, I would not like to see my peo- 
ple and my faith disappear. And 
speaking also as an American, I think 
America would be the loser if the 
Jews disappeared, because what the 
Jew has to contribute lies not in his 
physical but in his spiritual heritage. 
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Reform and Jewish Education 
(Continued from page 9) 


God and us. Some may not like that 
fact but that is Judaism. The prophet 
taught it. “Ye are my witnesses.” 
There is a special task, a specific role 
for world Israel to world humanity. 
As the prophets saw, this was a God- 
given task and Reform Judaism laid 
great emphasis upon it. There can be 
no Judaism without a world Jewish 
people. 

Whatever makes this people one, a 
sense of kinship with all Jews, a great 
deal of common history, the fact is 
we are one. It is part of our religion 
that we be one. There is no Judaism 
without Jews. The Jewish people, so 
essential to Judaism, cannot be one 
without the Hebrew language. It is 
one audible bond we have. What 
would some people have us do? Make 
our prayer book all English and teach 
no Hebrew at all? Shall then German 
Jews make their prayer books all 
German? The French all French? 
Then when we come into a_ syna- 
gogue in another land, we are total 
strangers. In various synagogues in 
the same country, it is the classic He- 
brew prayers which help make us 
one. Because world Israel is part of 
our religion, the Hebrew language is 
one bond of communication through 
the ages and over the world and it 
must be part of our worship and edu- 
cation. It is the part of our prayer 
book that sounds as it did to people 
a thousand years ago and as it does 
to people a thousand miles away. 
But of course since our education is 
chiefly religious and not linguistic, we 
teach a different Hebrew, a different vo- 
cabulary. In the Hebrew schools a 
child will learn, among others, the 
words for hat, newspaper, airplane. 
Our children will learn primarily 
Sh’ma, and Boruch Ato, the vocabu- 


lary of the prayer book and the Bible. 
We have no right to object to those 
who wish to teach Hebrew as a daily 
language. But that aim is irrelevant 
to our purpose. Every subject we 
teach must have a religious purpose; 
and to us the Hebrew language has 
the high religious purpose of being 
the symbol of the unity of the world- 
wide human half of the covenant be- 
tween God and ourselves. 

Some tend to stress the Jewish in 
Jewish education. Others claimed to 
emphasize the religious and tried to 
wipe out the Jewish. We stand for 
Jewish religion, both the adjective 
and the noun. Our type of Judaism, 
being Reform, will stress eternal truth 
rather than ceremony, conscience 
rather than outward law, and _ will 
never alienate itself from the world 
people of Israel. As far as we can 
help it, the language of David and of 
Isaiah will not perish from the earth. 

We began in America with the con- 
gregational school and it has become 
inherent in our development. Why 
should we have abandoned it? It is 
the logical instrument. If we stand 
for religious education, it must be a 
religious institution which maintains 
it. But beyond that logic, the arrange- 
ment is also psychologically sound. 
The child attends ten straight years. 
graduates, is confirmed, joins the 
alumni. He may go away to college 
and, therefore, for a while will not be 
active in the alumni. Even so we try 
to keep in touch with him during his 
vacations. In his twenties he joins the 
Junior Congregation. After a few 
years, there is the Men’s Club or the 
Sisterhood. He graduates into an 
active human institution. He is part 
of an actual community. He is inte- 
grated into Jewish life from the mo- 
ment he toddles into the first grade. 
That is the sound psychology of a 
congregational school and that is why 
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such schools have spread from our 
Reform movement to other Jewish 
groups. 

We are convinced that our method 
is the method of the future. The Con- 
servative synagogues are following the 
lead of Reform and all of them have 
now congregational schools. More and 
more of the Orthodox are also turn- 
ing to congregational schools. We are 
pioneers in this system and, we be- 
lieve, pioneers on a road which much 
of American Jewry is already follow- 
ing and will follow increasingly in the 
not too distant future. 

Our type of education is something 
that we ourselves have created. It has 
its weaknesses, of course, but we our- 
selves are best fitted to discover its 
faults. We are strongly self-critical. 
Our Commission on Jewish Educa- 
tion, composed of rabbis graduated 
from the Hebrew Union College-Jew- 
ish Institute of Religion, together with 
lay leaders, and directed by the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations, is constantly scrutinizing 
textbooks and methods. 

We are always bringing new young 
rabbis into the Commission. Some- 
body always proposes something new, 
and we debate and we discuss. We 
are eager for progress. Naturally, as 
the Commission changes, with the 
changing times, there are different 
moods. A commission that was led by 
Dr: Philipson and Dr. Schulman 
would not have quite the same mood 
as a commission led by Dr. Barnett 
Brickner or Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 
There will naturally be more mention 
in our textbooks of the phrase “Jew- 
ish People,” although the concept was 
real enough to our _ predecessors. 
There will be more comradely refer- 
ence to the new State of Israel. But 
these are changing moods. The cen- 
tral fact remains that whatever our 
personal additional interest may be, 
we are as educators neither nation- 
alist nor anti-nationalist. We are reli- 
gious, aiming to develop religious 
education with the Hebrew language 
maintained in a congregational school. 

We still have far to go. We need 
much more adult education and are 
working at it. It is important to know 
that we have done much and that 
what has been done. has been done 
according to principle. We have cre- 
ated an experimental religious con- 
gregational education and we believe 
that we have pointed the way for the 
American Jewish future. 
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Have You Contributed ta the 
Combined Campaign This Year? 


Only 30 days remain before the close of the 
current Combined Campaign of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations and the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. 


These are crucial days for our national 
institutions. Will they be able to carry on 
their full programs of service to your fam- 
ily, your congregation and American Juda- 
ism as a whole? Or will they be compelled 
to curtail their services due to lack of funds? 


It depends on YOU. 


Maintenance and support of the Union and 
the College-Institute is the individual respon- 
sibility of every member of every affiliated 


congregation. 


Neither the Union nor the College-Institute 
has any reserves. They depend for the day- 
to-day operations on cash contributions re- 
ceived from affliated congregations and their 


members. 


Have you made your contribution? 


Has your congregation remitted its dues 
in full? 


If the answer is no, please do something 
about it today. Send in your personal contri- 
bution at once. Urge your congregation to 
send in the full amount of its current dues 
without delay. 


Both the Union and the College-Institute 
are urgently in need of cash to carry on their 
minimum and indispensable services to you. 


Over and above their ordinary budgetary 
requirements the College-Institute and the 
Union require additional funds this year to 
repay bank indebtedness incurred because of 
inadequate income in the past; to replace 
income from endowments. now no longer 
available; to keep pace with the rapid growth 
of Reform Judaism and to meet the rising 
cost of goods and services. 





De Your Part 


Give Generously 


Give Today 


Combined Campaign 


of the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 


and the HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 


Make your contribution through your own congregation or send it directly to the Combined Cam- 


paign, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21. Your congregation will be credited with your contribution. 

















New Books 


OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
FOR AMERICAN JEWS 


PREFACE TO SCRIPTURE BY SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 


A popular introduction to the Jewish Bible. Book I informs us how 
the Bible grew, how it was preserved, Ancient and Modern Bible Study, 
etc. Book II explains the significance of each of the books of the Bible, 
and presents a mosaic of the outstanding verses, together with a com- 


mentary. 372 pages, plus xvi. $3.00 


REFORM JUDAISM IN THE MAKING BY SYLVAN D. SCHWARTZMAN 
Presents the story of Reform Judaism for adults, tracing the rise of 
Liberalism in Europe, its effect on Jewish life, its growth in America, 
and bringing the story up to our own day. The principles and practices 
of Reform Judaism as well as the institutions and achievements of the 
Movement are fully described. Experimental mimeographed edition. $2.00 


AMERICA’S TRIUMPH BY DOROTHY ALOFSIN 
The first book in our new Intercultural Series tells the story of ten Ameri- 
can heroes outstanding for their contribution to humanity. The stories 


are interestingly told in fictional form yet the basic facts of each hero’s 
75 


life are well recorded. 3/2 pages, plus xit. $2. 


HOUSE OF THE LORD BY SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 
A book for children aged thirteen and over, answering such questions as: 
What is prayer? When do we pray? To whom do we pray? It also gives an 
elementary description of the structure and the content of important 
parts of the Prayer Book. New illustrated edition. 184 pages. $2.25 


FUN WAYS TO HOLIDAYS BY MAMIE G. GAMORAN 


A highly original book of puzzles and games based on American and 
Jewish holidays, giving children opportunities to think and to act. I/lus- 
trated, in two colors. $1.00 
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The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
Please send the books checked below to: 


See evenness seeeseseses 


Check or money order enclosed. 
ADDRESS 


Bill to: 


CITY ZONE 


copies, PREFACE TO ScripTURE @ $3.00 

copies, REFORM JUDAISM IN THE MAKING @ $2.00 
ee copies, AMERICA’s TRIUMPH @ $2.75 
copies, In THE House OF THE Lorp @ $2.25 


copies, FuN Ways to Hotmays @ $1.00 
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